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FADE | N:

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL - N GHT

It’s the Christmas season, and the mall is decorated with
angel s, reindeer and tw nkling trees. SHOPPERS are
everywhere, carrying bags touting the names of popul ar shops.
CHI LDREN are filled with wonder, begging to see Santa and his
rei ndeer.

Seei ng TWD BOYS running, a short, wiry, white-haired Security
Guard, HENRY HARRI S, adnoni shes them

HENRY HARRI S
No runni ng, boys. | have a wal ki e-
talkie and 1"’mnot afraid to use
it.

ELLEN WLSON i s pushing her infant daughter, SARAH M CHELLE
WLSON, in a stroller |oaded with packages. Hol ding onto the
stroller is her four-year-old son, TOMY WLSON. Tomry

di scards a large, enpty |enonade cup in a trash can, then
hits the trash can repeatedly with a small, plastic toy
hanmer .

TOMWY W LSON
I wanna go see Sant a.

ELLEN W LSON
Soon, Tommy. | have one nore place
to go on the upper |evel.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON and JENNI FER WHI TMER, two pretty 16-year-
old girls in blue and gol d cheerl eadi ng uni fornms wal k out of
a jewelry store. They're carrying matchi ng pom pons.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
These earrings are so gorgeous.

JENNI FER WH TMER
If we hurry, we can buy those
bracel ets on the upper |evel before
t he gane.

The girls wal k briskly toward the escal ator. RUTH BRANNI GAN
and PHYLLIS GRCSS, two wonen in their early 60s, are behind
t hem

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Ellen is on the network in the
daytinme and then there’s a repeat
on the Oxygen channel at night. |
wat ch t hem bot h.



PHYLLI S GRCSS
Rut h, dear, you' ve got to get a
life.

A priest, FATHER I RVING O FLANAGAN, tips his hat to a group
of NUNS as he nakes his way toward the escal ator. Behind him
is JAMES VAN EDWARD, a psychic mediumwi th a well-known

tel evision program He sees a kiosk with a pronotion for his
show with a large picture of himand the words: “I talk to
dead people. Psychic James Van Edward is ‘On the O her Side.
Weekdays at noon on RGB-TV.” He turns away fromthe kiosk and
starts nuttering to hinself.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
I know you didn’'t want nme to cone
here, Mdther, but | have a few nore
gifts to buy. Everything will be
fine.

THREE WOMEN cl utch their handbags to their chests as a
handsone young man in his 20s, WALDEN ROHRER, wal ks by on his
way to the escal ator

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY, a wealthy, well-dressed
woman in her 50s wearing a long scarf, floats regally out of
Bed, Bath, Infinity and Beyond, followed by her chauffeur,
PETER SUFFERFLESH, also in his 50s, who carries her
purchases. For no reason, she turns around and sl aps Peter,
who smles gratefully at her.

JACKI E TOYOTA, a very pregnant Japanese- Anerican wonan in her
| ate 20s, waddl es out of a Baby Cravasse store. As she wal ks
slowy toward the escal ator, MAURI CE MOLI NA, an Hi spanic man
dressed as Santa C aus and WLLIE ESCARGOT, a little person
in an elf costume, energe fromthe nen’s room and wal k behi nd
her. Maurice is wiping a wet spot on the front of his pants
wi th paper towels.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
| hate it when the little buggers

pee on ny | ap.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
That wasn’t in the job description,
was it?

TEN CENTS, a 30ish black man in a sweatsuit and copi ous gold
jewel ry, wal ks out of an Edges Bookstore. BRADLEY SALI SBERRY,
a fireman in his 20s, falls in behind Ten Cents as they w nd
t hrough the crowd toward the escal ator



At the bottom of the escal ator, DONATELLO ESPERANTO, a rotund
Italian tenor, is signing autographs on CDs for TWO OLDER
WOIVEN.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
(in an Italian accent)
My voice, she is so beautiful on ny
new CD, | alnost cried tears

Donatell o gets on the escal ator behind Ten Cents and is
foll owed by | VANA BELOVED BAYQU, a beautiful, six-foot-tal
drag queen with a hint of a five o clock shadow. |vana
touches her chin, grimces and | ooks at her watch.

Behi nd Ivana, VICTOR COUSINEAU, a man in his |ate 50s wearing
a cowboy hat, and his long-suffering wfe, GENEVI EVE

COUSI NEAU, get on the escal ator. She opens a bottle of
aspirin and takes two with a sip of Naive bottled water.

As Victor and Cenevi eve step onto the crowded escal ator to
t he upper level, it suddenly conmes to an abrupt stop
Everyone is surprised and shocked.

ELLEN W LSON
Oh ny! Hel p!

Wth an inpressive, omnous swell of MJUSIC, the TITLE fills
t he screen: ESCALATOR

Henry Harris rushes to the bottom of the escalator and yells
up to the victins.

HENRY HARRI S
Is everyone all right?

There is a cacophony of voices fromthe escalator. The
shoppers on the “down” escal ator glide down to the | ower
| evel, seem ngly unaware of the stalled “up” escal ator.

PHYLLI S GROSS
W aren’t novi ng!

WALDEN ROHRER
We're trapped! Trapped like rats!

For a nonent, everyone stands still, then \Wal den Rohrer
attenpts to nove up a step. But the escal ator |urches
forward, then stops. Everyone grabs for the handrail to
st eady thensel ves.

PHYLLI S GRGOSS
Don't nove or we'll fall



RUTH BRANNI GAN
I saw a show once where the
escal ator stairs just went flat and
everyone slid to their deaths.

ELLEN W LSON
Oh, ny!

Henry grabs his radio.

HENRY HARRI S
Code three! W’'ve got a stalled
escal ator at the west end of the
mal | .

DRUCI LLA WHEAT ( ON RADI O)
I s anyone trapped?

HENRY HARRI S
Yes, there’s eighteen, nineteen,
no, twenty-one people trapped!

DRUCI LLA VWHEAT
W' |l try to | ocate mai ntenance
Henry. Stand by.

EXT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL PARKI NG LOT

Two RGB-TV news vans collide in the parking lot in front of
the mall. Reporters CAMERON JAMES, a handsone, self-inportant
man with mnimal intelligence, and SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH, a
beauti ful woman with a tenuous grasp of English vocabul ary,
energe fromthe vans, m crophones in hand, and begin
interview ng each other. TWO CAMERA OPERATORS and TWO AUDI O
MEN wi th boom m kes al so | eap out to cover this breaking
news.

CAVERON JANES

(to his canera)
I’ m Caneron Janes in the parking
ot of Santa California Galleria
Mal | where Samant ha Scarborough’ s
news van has collided with ny news
van.

(to Samant ha)
How are you feeling?



The reporters race to the mall entrance, followed by their

Crew.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH

(to her canera)
" m Samant ha Scar borough at the
Santa California Galleria Mall,
where a news van occupi ed by RGB-TV
reporter Caneron Janes has collided
with the news van in which | was
riding.

(to Cameron)
I was a little jostled, but I
retain an assenbly of good health.
Tell me, Caneron, how do you feel
after this near-fatal collision?

CAMERON JAMES
| have a tiny scrape on ny hand,
but otherw se I’'mfine.
(to canera)
An investigation is sure to foll ow.
This is Cameron Janmes, RGB-TV
Newschannel 8.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)

Though it appears everyone suffered
little or no damage, there is
al ways the spectacle of interna
injuries. This is Samant ha
Scar bor ough, RGB-TV Newschannel 8.
Back to you in the studio.

I NT. BLANK FAM LY LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

Parents ADELE and EDDI E BLANK are gat hered around their
television set with their two children

engrossed in an intense scene in a novie.

EXT. DARK ALLEY

On the tel evision,
is holding a gun directed at a sl eazy man,

shrouds the scene.

SAM COLUMBUS
Joe Crimnali? It's ne, Sam
Col umbus. | know you Kkilled Louie
and the Greenbl att sisters. \Wat |
don’t know i s why.

DENNI S and JESSI CA,

SAM COLUMBUS, a detective in a trenchcoat,
JOE CRI M NALI

Fog



Joe suddenly lunges for Sam and a viol ent struggle ensues.
The gun is wenched from Sanmi s hand and | ands several feet
away.

JCE CRI'M NALI
You want to know why? 1’|l tell you
why! But you’'ll die before you hear
it!

Joe is within reach of the gun and grabs for it, but Sam
dives for it, desperate to defend hinself.

I NT. BLANK FAM LY LI VI NG ROOM

The Blank famly is conpletely caught up in the television
program holding on to every word, every novenent.

Suddenly, a GRAPHI C readi ng “BREAKI NG NEWS” interrupts the
program An urgent NEWS THEME fills the room

The famly is aghast. Adele slugs a throw pillow Dennis
pounds on the floor. Eddie throws the renpte on the fl oor and
junps on it. How could there be breaking news at this
critical juncture in their novie?

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

News Anchor AMY DAl WOO, a perky young Asian wonman, is seated
at the anchor desk. Behind her, a GRAPH C reads: “Unfol ded
Di saster.”

There is a continuous CRAW. at the bottom of the screen: "Sun
rises in East. Westerners still in dark,” "Suprene Court

rul es puni shment violates crimnals' rights; tells victins to
"stop whining,'" etc.

SUPER: Any Dai woo, Anchor W nan

AMY DAl WOO
I’ m Any Daiwoo with an RGB-TV
Newschannel 8 Update. A disaster is
unfolding at Santa California
Galleria Mall. Qur Cameron Janes is
on the scene. Caneron, what’'s the
story?

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

At the bottom of the escalator, Henry Harris stands by
Cameron Janes, who speaks in an urgent, authoritative voi ce.



CAMVERON JANMES
Ary, I'’mhere with Henry Harris,
t he commandi ng officer in charge at
this di saster scene.

HENRY HARRI S
I"’mnot an officer. 1'm Security
Guard Level One.

CAMERON JAMES
Sergeant Harris, can you tell us
what happened?

HENRY HARRI S
VWell, the escalator stall ed.

CAMERON JAMES
How many people are trapped?

HENRY HARRI S
| counted twenty-one, including
worren and two children

CAMERON JAMES
(to the canera)
Wonen and chil dren
(to Henry)
Tell nme, Major Harris, how many
days do you think it will take to
organi ze a rescue attenpt?

HENRY HARRI S
Wll, | called Drucilla Weat at
Security Central and she’s trying
to contact naintenance.

The RADI O CRACKLES to life.

DRUCI LLA WHEAT ( ON RADI O)
Henry, you there?

HENRY HARRI S
Yes, Drucill a.

DRUCI LLA WHEAT ( ON RADI O)
| have bad news. Mai ntenance has
gone hone for the day. W'll |eave
a message on his answering machi ne,
but it may take a while. | think
it’s Al’s bow ing night.

HENRY HARRI S
Ten-f our.



Henry clips his wal kie-tal kie back on his belt.

CAMERON JAMES
You' ve heard from a higher ranking
of ficer. What can you tell us?

HENRY HARRI S
Wl |, mai ntenance has gone hone.
It’s his bowing night, so it may
take a while.

CAMERON JAMES
How | ong have the victins been
trapped, Admral ?

HENRY HARRI S
Oh, it was during the opening
credits.

CAMERON JAMES

(to canera)
It could be days, even weeks,
before the twenty-one innocent
victinms trapped on this escal ator
are rescued. This is Caneron Janes,
reporting live for RGBTV
Newschannel 8. Back to you in the
st udi o.

Henry gets an intense |ook on his face and races off. As he

runs,

he speaks into his radio.

HENRY HARRI S
Drucilla, I'"'mgoing to the utility
roomto devise a plan to hel p those
people. I'll need an assistant and
a replacenent on the floor

DRUCI LLA WHEAT ( ON RADI O)
Ten-four. 1'Il send Mchel angelo to
assi st you. Good | uck.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Ay Dai woo has been joined at the anchor desk by STEVE SCOIT,

an i nmpossi bl y handsone anchor man.

The GRAPHI C behi nd t hem

reads: “Escalator to

The CRAW. conti nues,

found, say archaeol ogists,” "Dutch nunerol ogi st

Hoeeven | oses count;

Nowher e.”
"Rare photo of Jesus with crew cut

has to start over," etc.

Eddi e Van Der



SUPER: Steve Scott, Overpaid Anchorman

STEVE SCOTT

We continue our team coverage of
t he escal ator breakdown at Santa

California Galleria Mll
Samant ha Scar borough on t
| evel . Samant ha?

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

with
he upper

Samant ha Scar borough is checking her hair and make-up in a
mrror. On the top step of the escalator, Ellen WIson | ooks
worried. Tommy is whacking the stroller with his plastic
hanmer. Suddenly, Samantha turns dramatically toward the

caner a.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g.,

interspersed with

regul ar shoppers, are several SURGEONS in scrubs, and a group

of HASI DI C JEWS.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH

(to canera)
Steve, I'’mon the upper |

evel of

Santa California Galleria Mll
where we find a nother and her two
prelimnary children anong the

victins.
(to Ellen WIson)

Tell me, ma’am who are you?

ELLEN W LSON

I"'mEllen Wlson and this is ny

son, Tomry, and our baby,
Mchelle. W were Buffy f

Sar ah
ans. ..

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
How did this occur to you?

ELLEN W LSON
Wl l, we got on the esca
it stopped.

ator and

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH

How wi | | you and your ch
survive this ordeal ?

ELLEN W LSON
Survive? Is it that bad?

| dren



SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
I wouldn’t be here if this wasn't
life threatening. | see all types
of horrible things, Ms. WIson.
Decapi tations, bugs crawling on
dead bodies --

Ell en covers Tommy’'s ears to shield him

ELLEN W LSON
Oh, ny! Oh, ny!
(to canera)
Honey, if you' re hone, cone to the
mal 1! W& may not survive!

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
A nother and her children cone to
grips with the prospector of
hi deous deaths at Santa California
Glleria Mall. This is Samant ha
Scar bor ough. Back to you

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL UTILITY ROOM

Henry Harris and his assistant, M CHELANGELO JONES, a young,
goof y-1 ooki ng black man in a security guard’ s uniform are
rummagi ng through the boxes, cleaning supplies and ot her
items in the utility room Henry pauses and cl asps the young
man on the shoul ders.

HENRY HARRI S
M chel angel o, we have to save those
unfortunate people.

M chel angel o nods i n agreenent.

HENRY HARRI S
I need to make a nock-up of the
escal ator stairs. Let’'s see what we
have to work with.

Henry continues rummagi ng, then holds up a ball of string, an
ice cube tray and a roll of bathroomtissue.

HENRY HARRI S
kay. W'l have to be creative.
And we’ || have to be qui ck about
it. So, let’s put on our thinking
caps and get to work.

10



I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
The GRAPHI C “Di saster Traffic” is behind Steve Scott.

The CRAW. continues with "Al Gore |inbers up, sells excess
lunber,” "NPR to air reruns: All Things Reconsidered," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
It’s tinme to check in with our News
8 Tel ecopter and Warren Wngfield.
VWar ren?

I NT. TELECOPTER - NI GHT

WARREN W NGFI ELD, wearing an old aviator’s jacket and
goggles, is at the controls. He speaks over the HELI COPTER
NO SE.

SUPER: Warren Wngfield, Traffic

WARREN W NGFI ELD
I"’mover Santa California Galleria
Mall and 1’11 tell you, Steve, it
| ooks i ke a parking | ot down
there. Nothing is noving. If an
anbul ance needed to get to these
victims, well, it wouldn't be
pretty.

STEVE SCOIT (O C.)
Uh, Warren, did you say you were
over the parking lot?

WARREN W NGFI ELD
That's correct.

STEVE SCOIT (O C.)
That’ s why not hing’ s novi ng,
Vrr en.
Warren | ooks down at the parking lot, then at the canera.

WARREN W NGFI ELD
Back to you
I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL
Camer on Janes approaches Victor Cousi neau and Genevi eve

Cousi neau on the bottom steps of the escalator. The
Cousi neaus have French- Texan accents.

11



On the "down" escalator in the b.g., interspersed with

regul ar shoppers, are several CLOMS, EAST | NDI AN WOVEN i n

sari s and HOUSE PAI NTERS.

CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
Steve, |’mhere with two nore
Vi ctins.
(to Victor and Genevieve)
And you are?

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
Trapped on an escal ator.

CAVERON JAMES
Yes, of course. Your nanes?

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
I am Victor Cousineau and this is
ny wife, Genevieve. W in
tarnation are you?

CAMERON JAMES
Way, |’ m Canmeron Janes, RGB-TV News
reporter. W’'re live with coverage
of this disaster.

GENEVI EVE CQOUSI NEAU
Di saster? We're in a disaster?

CAVERON JAMES
If it’s not a disaster, it’'s not
news, is it? | detect an accent.
Tell me, are you of the foreign
per suasi on?

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
No. W& are French Canadi an
Ameri cans, refugees from Quebec,
but we're Anerican citizens now.

CAMERON JAMES
Ref ugees from Canada?

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
But of course. W weren’'t
separatists, so we escaped Quebec,
lived for a while in Texas and
noved here six nonths ago.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Can you get us off this escal ator?
I have Christmas cookies to bake.

12



CAMERON JAMES
| don’t help. | just report.

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
Sacred Blue! You're usel ess!
(a beat)
Cone on, Pardner, can’t you notify
someone to help us?

CAMERON JAMES
No.
(to canera)
Back to you, Steve.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL UTILITY ROOM

Henry Harris and M chel angel o Jones stand back to survey
their creation, a realistic four-step nock-up of the
escalator. On each step is a remarkably accurate life-Ilike
wax figure of one of the victins, detailed down to the
clothing. They smile at one another and shake hands.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Dai woo and Steve Scott are at the anchor desk with DR
JACK W SNI EW8KI, a di stingui shed grey-haired man

The CRAW. continues: "Disney plots to take over failing US
government after successful Anaheim'test run,'"™ "Anna Nicole
Smith trips, falls into 10th di nension; no one notices," etc.

AMY DAl WOO
Here in the studio, we have as our
guest, Dr. Jack Wsni ewski, an
expert in the psychol ogy of people
trapped on escal ators. Wl cone,
Doct or.

SUPER: “Jack W sni ewski, MD, PRN, RSVP. Escal ator Psychol ogy
Expert”

DR JACK W SNI EVBK
Thank you, Any.

AMY DAl WOO
Doctor, what are these victins
feeling?

DR, JACK W SNI EWSK
The initial reaction is usually
surprise.

( MORE)
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DR. JACK W SNI EWEKI (cont ' d)

They’ re noving al ong normally, and
then they’re not. The next reaction
can be annoyance, shock or resigned
accept ance.

AMY DAl WOO
How do annoyed peopl e usually
react ?

DR, JACK W SNI EWBK
Wl l, they get ticked off. They're
ina hurry and this fouls up their
schedul e.

STEVE SCOTT
VWhat about shock? Isn’t that
danger ous?

DR JACK W SNI EVWSK
In a medi cal sense, yes. Shock can
be life-threatening. But in this

case, | amreferring to nore of a
surprised variety of shock, what I
call “shockrise.” Shockrise is

characterized by utterance of
phrases such as, “Uh, oh” or "On,
feces!”

AMY DAl WOO
And the resigned acceptants? What's
that all about?

DR JACK W SNI EVWSK
These peopl e accept whatever cones
their way. They' re patient and
don’t get overly excited, no matter
what happens.

AMY DAl WOO
That' s si ck.

DR, JACK W SNI EWBK
Most acceptants tend to be
religious, drunks or nomm es.

AMY DAl WOO
Monmm es? That’'s a shockri se.

DR JACK W SNI EVWSK
Momm es deal with energencies,
frustrati on and di sappoi ntnents
every day. They don't overreact,
t hey nurture.

14



STEVE SCOTT
That was fascinating. Thank you,
Dr. Wsni ewski .

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

At the bottom of the escal ator, the SELLYOUAI R ONE SPOKESMAN
wal ks by and pauses, talking into his cell phone.

SELLYOUAI R ONE SPOKESMVAN
Can you hear ne now? Real ly?

He wal ks off. Ruth Brannigan and Phyllis Gross are standing
on the escal ator below Christy Huntington and Jennifer
VWhitnmer, and a step up from Father Irving O Fl anagan.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g., interspersed with
regul ar shoppers, are RAI LROAD CONDUCTORS, a CGRUNGE ROCK BAND
and BALLERI NAS.

PHYLLI S GROSS
OCh, Father, we're so fortunate
you' re here.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
(with a Jew sh accent)
Fortunate? You call this fortunate?
| should be at the rectory having
Spaghet ti - Cs.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Vell, Phyllis just neant that it’s
conforting to have a man of the
cloth with us at this difficult
tinme.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
Wul d you say a prayer for our
safety, Father?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
Dear God, don’t let us die. Anen.

Phyllis and Ruth are surprised at the brevity of the prayer.

PHYLLI S GROSS AND RUTH BRANNI GAN
Anen.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
(quietly, to Ruth)
That wasn’t a very good prayer
now, was it?

15



RUTH BRANNI GAN
(quietly, to Phyllis)
Maybe he’s sexually frustrated. |
saw a show about this very thing on
Mont el .

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
| heard that and it’s not true.
(softer)
I’msorry, ladies. |’”m going
through a difficult tine.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
Are you doubting your faith?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
Certainly not. Well, not really.
Kind of. Abit. I don't think so.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
What’ s the problemthen, Father?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
I can’t keep it in anynore! | have
to tell soneone!

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Tel | us!

There is a collective gasp and DRAMATI C ORGAN MJUSI C as Fat her
O Fl anagan reveal s --

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
I"’ma Jewin a priest’s body!

RUTH BRANNI GAN
My God!

PHYLLI S GRCOSS
And he’s right next to us.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
You can’t inmagine the tornment. My
nane is Irving O Flanagan. My
not her was Jewi sh and ny father was
Cat hol i c.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
(to Phyllis)
| ve heard about those m xed
marri ages having the worst effect
on the children. | think it was on

Opr ah.

16



PHYLLI S GRCOSS
Go on, Father.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
They have pork chops at the rectory
every Saturday but | just can’t
bring nyself to eat them
(a beat)
And | crave Hebrew Internationa
hot dogs.

There is the “AH” of a HEAVENLY CHO R at the nention of
Hebrew I nternational and everyone | ooks around for the
sour ce.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
| have a yarmul ke in ny vestnent
pocket ---

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Vell, put it on!

PHYLLI S GROSS
People will |ove you anyway. You're
still a man of Cod.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
(putting on his yarmul ke)
I want to be a rabbi

Farther down the escal ator, Maurice Mlina and Wllie
Escargot hear Father O Flanagan’s decl aration

MAURI CE MOLI NA
What was all that? Sonething about
a rabbit?

W LLI E ESCARGOT
You can see nore than I can from
down here. Excuse ne, Maurice, your
fur is in nmy face.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Sorry. |I'd take off this coat, but
there’s some kids up there and |
don’t want to scar themfor life.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
If Santa doesn’t scar them soneone
else will. We're all wal king
wounded.
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MAURI CE MOLI NA
You re awmfully bitter, Wllie. Wy
is that?

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Can you say “lousy career choice?”
I’mthirty-eight years old and a
friggin elf.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Cone on, you nake children happy.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
| wanted to be a gynecol ogist. |

figure | look at it every day
anyway. | went through college and
medi cal school and finally was an
intern. Then one day, | heard a
coll eague tell a nurse | was
“crotch high.” I thought | was
respected, |ike the other interns,

but I wasn't. It destroyed ny
confidence and | quit.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
That’ s rough.
(a beat)
So you becane an el f?

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Eventual | y.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Wasn’t there another choice?

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Steve Scott is joined by JIMW CLOUD, an Anerican |ndian, who
stands at the end of the desk near a weather map. There is an
anchor on the anchor desk.

The CRAW. continues: "Mars probe di scovers Starbucks on red
planet,” "Trix found to be excellent contraceptive, says
conpany spokesrabbit," etc.

SUPER: Steve Scott, Anchorednman

STEVE SCOTT
Now, to see if weather will play a
role in this disaster, we have
Ji mry C oud, our neteorologist.

Ji my?
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SUPER: Ji my C oud, Meeteyor, Meat+erel, Wat her Dude

JI MW CLOUD
Thanks, Steve. While tenperatures
have been in the md to high 80s in
Southern California this holiday
season --

He noves in front of the weather map which shows a single,
| arge, om nous cloud hovering off the coast of Southern
California.

JI MW CLOUD

-- there is a stormsystemoff the
coast which may nove in and cause
heavy sprinkles of treacherous

noi sture. Anmbul ances attenpting to
assist the victins may skid on the
noi st streets, causing delays. W
can only watch and wait.

STEVE SCOTT
Thank you, Jinmmy. W now continue
our live team coverage of the Ml
21 Deat hvatch wi th Samant ha
Scar bor ough. Samant ha?

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g., interspersed with
regul ar shoppers, are several H PPIES, TENNIS PLAYERS with
rackets and ARTISTS with pal ettes.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)
One of the things |I've learned as a
reporter is that victins are col or
blind and age blind. They're young,
old, rich, poor, black, white and

sone --
(dramati c pause)

-- are even tanned. I'mwith two

beautifully tanned pom pom girls.

You are?

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
I"’m Christy Huntington and |’ m not

a pompomgirl. I'"’ma sem -
prof essi onal cheerl eader at Santana
Hi gh School .
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JENNI FER WH TMER
My name is Jennifer Whitmer and |I'm
head cheerl eader at Santana Hi gh.
We're the nost popular girls in
school

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
And both of our daddies are rich.

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
| see. How are you coping with this
di saster?

JENNI FER WH TMER
It’s horrible! They' re going to
start the football game w thout us
if we don't get out of here soon.
And the cheer squad won’t be able
to nmake a pyram d w thout us.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH
That's transcendent al

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
They’ re counting on us.
(to the canera)
Daddy! We're trapped at the mall
and m ght not make the ganme. |
won’ t be popul ar anynor e!

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH

(to canera)
The worst part of any tragedy |ike
this is the effect it has on sem -
pr of essi onal cheerl eaders. And the
m sery continues. From Sant a
California Galleria Mall, I'm
Samant ha Scar bor ough.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo and BOB SCORE, the thick-necked
sports reporter, reads: “Sports Update.”

The CRAW. continues: "God says world to end at 8 pm Details
at 11," "Suicide bonmber changes mnd; wants to see who The
Bachel or selects," etc.

AMY DAl WOO

Thank you, Samantha. Now, with a
sports update, here’'s Bob Score.
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BOB SCORE

In synchroni zed swi nm ng, the boys
of West Hol |l ywood Hi gh scored an
upset victory today over the top-
ranked San Franci sco Poofs with
their effort titled, “Water Wrks
of Broadway.”

(a beat)
In curling, Canada’s Courtenay
Courtmasters swept to victory over
t he Nanai no Broommasters today. And
in local sports, the kick-off has
just taken place for the big Cvil
War gane between the Santana Hi gh
School Sentinels and the Mahat ma
Gandhi Hi gh Rebel s.

AMY DAl WOO
Tell me, Bob, howw |l the mall
di saster inpact |ocal sports?

BOB SCORE
Vel |, Any, the pending gruesone
deat hs of Santana cheerl eaders
Christy Huntington and Jennifer
VWhitmer may affect the big gane
toni ght. These young wonen are
critical to the formation of the
pyram d.

A COVWUTER GRAPHI C shows stick figures in a pyramd that
collapse into a pile of random bent |ines.

BOB SCORE
In this conputer graphic, you’'l
see that w thout them everyone
falls down into a pile on the
grass, thus ruining the cheer. |
spoke earlier with head coach Wul a
S. Grant about the ramfications
for the team

| NSERT:

Bob Score on a football field with Santana H gh School Coach
UVULA S. GRANT, who is dressed |ike a Union Arnmy General

UVULA S. GRANT
We're just a bit concerned, Bob.
Qur ath-a-letes really need this
win and, without a pyramd, the
cards are stacked agai nst us.
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FOOTBALL PLAYERS wearing Union Arny uniforns and f oot bal
hel mets push around door-sized playing cards on the footbal
field behind Uvula and Bob.

BOB SCORE
What about the |long termoutl ook,
Coach?

UVULA S. GRANT
Vll, if the girls croak, we'll
have to select and train two new
cheerl eaders. W woul dn’t be abl e
to do a pyramd for a nonth or two.
That woul d be devastati ng.

BOB SCCRE
A bl eak outl ook for the Santana
team Back to you, Any.

AMY DAl WOO
Thanks for that |ighthearted | ook
at sports, Bob. Now to Caneron
James on the | ower |evel.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

A nenorial to the escalator victins appears, with flowers,

t eddy bears, photos of the victins and a signs reading, “In
Menory of the Mall 21" and “We Love You, Mall 21.” Some

not hers are clutching their children and softly crying.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g., interspersed with
regul ar shoppers, are a MARI ACH BAND, BOXERS and t he THREE
STOOGES.

Janes Van Edward | ooks over the handrail at the nenorial,
where an ol d wonman, EVILYN CRINKLE, is placing a bouquet of
fl oners.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Hey! What is this? W’ re not dead!

EVI LYN CRI NKLE
(1 ooki ng up and smling)
Yet .

Cameron Janes wal ks up to the nmenorial and then turns
dramatically to the canera

CAVERON JANMES

Hearts are heavy with the enotional
toll this catastrophe is taking.
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WANDA SUE JONES, a m ddl e-aged woman with a head full of
curlers wearing horribly m smatched cl ot hes, places a ragged
teddy bear on the nmenorial.

CAMERON JAMES
And who are you supposed to be?

WANDA SUE JONES
I” m Wanda Sue Jones.

CAMERON JAMES
How is this tragedy affecting you?

WANDA SUE JONES
| just can't believe this is
happeni ng. They're all so young.
Wl l, nost of them are young or
sort of young. A few are m ddl e-
aged and there’s two old | adi es at
the top, but there are a couple of
young ones and it just tears you

up.

CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
Trapped victins and torn up wonen.
You have to wonder where it will
all end.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O, a handsone young nman in a security
guard’s uniform walks up to the bottom of the escal ator
carrying an ol d negaphone. On the side is stencilled,
“Property of R Vallee.”

CAMERON JAMES
Excuse nme. Who are you?

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
I”m Leonardo di Crappio, Security
GQuard Level Two. I'mfilling in for
Henry. He's devising a plan to help
rescue these wetched soul s.

Leonardo rai ses the nmegaphone just inches from Victor and
Genevi eve Cousi neau.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
(t hrough the megaphone)
Do not panic. | repeat, do not
pani c.

Everyone in the mall panics, screaming and flailing their
arms.
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I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo reads: “The Wirld Responds.”

The CRAW. continues: "Gardeners decl are greenhouse effect
good for petunias,” "Governnment funded fifty year study
concl udes exercise, diet essential to weight |loss," etc.

AMY DAl WOO
Al'l around the world, people are
wonderi ng how an escal ator could
stall in this day and age. Alastair
Kookooroo in Sydney, Australia
brings us the Austrian response.

I NT. AUSTRALI AN CROCCDI LE WRESTLI NG SCHOOL

ALASTAI R KOOKOOROO is westling a crocodile. Behind himis a
sign on the wall reading: “Croc Westling 101.”

ALASTAI R KOOKOOROO

(in an Australian accent)
G day, mates. All of us here Down
Under hope you' Il find a way out of
t hat dangerous mall. W know t he
meani ng of danger here in
Australia. It's nmy first day of
crocodil e westling class.

He suddenly is pulled dowmn to the floor, out of frame, and

t here are sounds of him THRASHI NG about. A foot flies into
franme, then a crocodile’ s tail. Then, Al astair pops back into
view Wi th one arm m ssi ng.

ALASTAI R KOOKOOROO
Guess | shoul d have read the
homewor k assi gnnment. Anyway, good
luck to you all

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

WIllie Escargot pulls hinself up and | ooks over the handrai
at the nenorial, then turns to Maurice Mdlina.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a MOTORCYCLE GANG
hol di ng handl ebars, CHEFS in white hats, SWSS MEN with their
Al penhorn, BREAK DANCERS and POSTAL CARRI ERS. There are no

| onger regul ar shoppers on the escal ator.
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W LLI E ESCARGOT
Vell, if we end up taking a dirt
nap because of this, at |least we'll
be renenbered. You got a famly,
Mauri ce?

MAURI CE MOLI NA
I was married once. | didn't want
children but ny wife did, so she
left me and married ny brother.
They have six kids now.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Wait a mnute. Didn't | see you on
Jerry Springer?

MAURI CE MOLI NA
No. Anerica s Funni est Hone Vi deos.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Quch. That nust have hurt.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

WALLY NI ELSEN, an old man with long, grey braided hair and a
bandana around his forehead joins Steve Scott.

The CRAW. continues: "Survivor: LA Freeways to air next
season," "Forty-year-old man di scovered with no baggage, "
etc.

STEVE SCOTT
As the world learns of this intense
situation, there is a yearning to
hel p the victins, even by those who
have no reason to want to help. I'm
here with fanbus singer, songwiter
and do-gooder, Wally Ni el sen.
Vel conme, Wally.

SUPER: Wally Ni el sen, Legend

WALLY NI ELSEN

H, Steve. This country |loves a
di saster. And the only thing we
| ove nore than a disaster is the
opportunity to help disaster
victins by putting on a concert.
Tonorrow night at the Hol |l ywood
Bowl , we present Escal ator Aid.
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A GRAPHI C appears to Wally’s side, with over 50 nanes
scrolling by alnost too fast to read, including: “Mdonna,
Metallical, Siman and Garfunkel, M&MJ Justin Tinberlike,
Cl ay Aching, Reuben Stutters, Fantasia Barrio, Christina
Arguel era and Cher’s fourth annual farewel| appearance.”

WALLY NI ELSEN
A lot of nusic greats will perform
i ncluding a bunch of kids I’ve
never heard of who are doin’ their
fifteen mnutes of fanme. It’s all
at the Hol | ywood Bowl tonorrow
night, so plan to be there. Tickets
are $19.95 at the door or $322
t hrough Ti cket Master.

STEVE SCOTT
Country music | egend Wally N el sen.
Thank you. |1’ m sure everyone wl |

want to be at this charitable
event. Now, back to Samant ha
Scar borough at the mall.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a BOAING TEAMwi th
bow ing balls, SURFERS with their boards and BEACH BABES

pl ayi ng vol Il eybal I, AIRLINE PILOTS, FLIGHT ATTENDANTS and
CONBOYS and | NDI ANS.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
What are your nonicas?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Do you nmean ‘nonikers’? |’ m Ruth
Brannigan and this is ny dear
friend, Phyllis G oss.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
You' re old, decrepit wonen. How
does it feel to know your boring
lives will come to a grisly end at
a mall?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
We're not that old. We're in our
early sixties.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH

Do you have husbands and famly
wai ting for you?
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RUTH BRANNI GAN
We're both wi dows, but we have
chi |l dr en.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)
Wdows with dead husbands and
children waiting for themin houses
where the lights are on and
nobody’ s com ng hone. Back to you.

Caneron Janes interviews |vana Bel oved Bayou.

CAMERON JAMES
I’mhere with Ms. Blue Bayou

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
(slowy, in a husky voice)
| vana Bel oved Bayou.

CAMVERON JAMES
You do? Here? Now?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
That’ s ny name, ditz.

CAVERON JANES
Oh, right. Mss Ditz, | understand
you' re a perforner.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Yes. | performnightly at 8 and 10
at Gol dberg’ s Chi nese Caj un Room on
Fourth Street.

CAMERON JAMES
And how has this horrifying
entrapnment affected you?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Well, | have to get to work early
or | won't have tinme to shave
before | take the stage.

CAMERON JAMES
You shave? Are you a bearded | ady?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
I’"’ma drag queen, ditz.

CAMERON JAMES
Wll, | don't neet nmany gay race
car drivers.
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| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Hel -10o! I'’ma drag queen.

CAMERON JAMES
Oh, you own a tow truck conpany.
What do you drag behind your tow
truck?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Someone pl ease help this man! Does
anyone have a clue to spare?

CAVERON JAMES
(to canera)
A beauti ful bearded wonan in need
of a clue and to be rescued so she
can continue to thrill audiences in
her funny car.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL UTILITY ROOM

Henry Harris and M chel angel o Jones are vi ewed from behi nd.
They turn to each other and shake hands, then | ook at the
escal at or nock-up. Around the nock-up is a mniature Rube
ol dbergesque naze of ropes and pull eys.

HENRY HARRI S
I think we're ready to try it, son.
Let’s hope it saves sone |ives.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Behind Steve Scott is the GRAPH C, “Wrl dw de Response.”

The CRAW. continues: "M ghty Ducks protest down pillows,"” "El
Ni io adopted by G eenland, can use sonme warmng," etc.

SUPER: Yack, yack, yack

STEVE SCOTT
Thr oughout the world, people are
rooting for the doomed Mall 21. For
their response to this predi canent,
we go to RGB-TV correspondent N gel
Pennyl ane i n London.
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I NT. HARE AND HOUND PUB - DAY

NI GEL PENNYLANE is in a London pub. A BARTENDER is in the
b.g., a DRUNK MAN is at a table and GLUED MAN i s standi ng by
a television set nounted at the end of the bar.

SUPER: Ni gel Pennyl ane, London Correspondent

NI GEL PENNYLANE
(with British accent)
Thank you, Steve. |I'mhere at the
Hare and Hound Pub in London’s West
End where we’ ve been glued to the
telly.

We see the ued Man with his armstuck to a tel evi sion set.
He struggles to pull his armfree.

GLUED NMAN
Leggo, ya bugger!

NI GEL PENNYLANE
We're all in support of our
American friends.

The Drunk Man is sitting at a table, surrounding by half-
enpty beer nugs. He | ooks up at the canera.

DRUNK MAN
(munbl i ng)
| ncoherent. | ncoherent.

NI GEL PENNYLANE
As you can see, we’'re all behind
the Mall 21 here in jolly old
Engl and. Now to Cahier Plune de
Matante in Paris.

EXT. ElI FFEL TOWER - DAY

CAH ER PLUVE DE MATANTE, in a plaid beret, nakes a rude
gesture at a passing Parisian taxi driver.

SUPER: Cahi er Plume de Matante, Correspondent de Frenches

CAH ER PLUVE DE MATANTE
(in a French accent)
This is Cahier Plune de Matante in
Pari s.
( MORE)
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CAHI ER PLUME DE MATANTE(cont' d)

The French have been enthrall ed by
t he American di saster and have
taken up a collection of fine w nes
and cheeses to donate to the
survivors and their famlies, even
t hough they are Anericans.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Steve reads: “Mill 21 Deat hWatch
conti nues.”

STEVE SCOTT
W return now to the disaster with
Samant ha Scar bor ough on the upper
| evel of the mall.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Samant ha Scar borough | ooks at herself in a pocket mrror,
t hen watches as her Audio Man directs the boom m ke over
Fat her O Fl anagan.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a BASEBALL TEAM wi t h
bats, EXPLORERS in pith helnets, COAL M NERS, FRED ASTAI RE
dancing with G NGER ROGERS, and SCIENTISTS in |lab coats with
test tubes and white rats.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
You're a religious parsonage, is
that right?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
I’ m Father Irving O Flanagan of Qur
Lady of the Perpetually Overtaxed
i n Sant ana.

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
Fat her, how does soneone of the
religious predicanent endure this
hell'i sh confi nenent ?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
Li ke everyone el se, | guess.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
Do you think this is part of God's
mast er plan?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN

Stalling an escalator? | think He
has bigger fish to fry.
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SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)
One man, under God, i nvi sibl e,
hoping for liberty and fish for
everyone trapped here.

On the lower level, Henry Harris and M chel angel o Jones have
rigged up an el aborate rope and pull ey system above the
escal ator. M chel angel o attaches a huge hook to the back of
Henry’' s belt.

M chel angel o wal ks to a rope and pulls on it and Henry' s feet
are lifted off the ground. He sw ngs out and over the

escal ator, back and forth. Wil den Rohrer reaches out and
catches one of Henry's feet, directing himto the escal ator
stairs.

HENRY HARRI S
(to Wal den)
Get a good grip on nme and |1
carry you to the | ower |evel

Wal den | ooks unsure of this, but throws his arnms around
Henry's neck and waps his |egs around Henry' s wai st. \Wal den
is much bigger than Henry and Henry is unsteady on his feet.

HENRY HARRI S
Now, M chel angel o!

M chel angel o strains at the rope, but is unable to budge
them For several nonents, Henry and Wl den just stand there.

WALDEN ROHRER
Shoul dn’t we be novi ng?

HENRY HARRI S
That was the plan. But we're too
heavy. You' |l have to |et go.

Wal den uncl asps his | egs and stands on his step. Henry is
pul I ed up, but he just dangl es above Wal den’ s head. Wal den
reaches up and swi ngs Henry enough that he conmes down on the
out side of the escalator and is |owered to the ground.

M chel angel o takes the hook off Henry' s belt as Henry shakes
hi s head, di sappoi nted.

HENRY HARRI S
Okay. Looks like we go to Plan B

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
(through the megaphone)
Do not panic. | repeat. Do not
pani c.
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Everyone pani cs.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo reads: “What Goes Up, Doesn’t
Al ways.” Across the studio, BILL HLL sits facing guest
OLI VER ROCK.

The CRAW. continues: "Bart Sinpson marries Liza Mnnelli,"
"Queen Elizabeth finally retires; Prince Charles no |onger
cares, noves to trailer park," etc.

SUPER: Any Dai woo, Token Woman Anchor nman

AMY DAl WOO

For those of you just joining us,
I’ m Any Dai woo at the RGB-TV news
desk. We’'re providi ng conprehensive
t eam coverage of 21 people trapped
and hel pless on a stalled escal ator
at Santa California Galleria Mall.
For approximately thirty m nutes,
their lives have been hanging by a
thread, their fates dependent on a
mai nt enance man who’s out bow i ng.

(a beat)
W now go to our very own Bil
HIll. Bill?
SUPER: Bill Hill, Token Ml e Anchorwonan
BILL HI LL

Thank you, Any. We're speaking with
escal ator terrorist expert diver
Rock. Tell ne, Aiver, what are the
odds this escal ator breakdown is
part of a fiendish plan to ruin
Chri stmas?

SUPER: diver Rock, Escal ator Terror Expert

OLI VER ROCK
well, Bill, if it’s not terrorists,
it’s a conspiracy. Take your pick.
These things al ways happen for a
reason.

BILL HLL
Could it be poor escal ator
mai nt enance?
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CLlI VER ROCK
Sure. But that would be boring. |
say Anerica s enemes want to scare
us away from Christmas shoppi ng.

BI LL HILL
Wy ?

CLlI VER ROCK
Anerica is the land of plenty. To
underm ne Christmas shopping is to
deprive Anmericans of their
constitutional rights to presents
and happi ness.

BI LL HILL
Who woul d do such a thing?

OLI VER ROCK
It could be al nost anyone. Iraqis,
Iranis, North Koreans, Canadi ans.
They're all jeal ous of us and
capabl e of terrorizing our innocent
citizens with heinous acts |ike
this.

Bl LL H LL
Canadi ans?

CLlI VER ROCK
O course, Canadians. They're
hangi ng around our northern borders
just waiting to take over. Ch, they
| ook innocent, but they're
treacherous.

Bl LL H LL
Canadi ans?

OLI VER ROCK
They’ ve been waiting a long tine to
swoop down into the States and take
jobs fromour illegal Mexicans.

BILL HLL
Thank you, 4 iver Rock
(to canera)
Back to you, Steve.

The GRAPHI C behi nd Steve Scott reads: “Set Your VCR "
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STEVE SCOTT

Thank you, Bill. Here's a
progranmm ng note. W'l be
continuing our |ive team coverage
of this breaking story, preenpting
regul arly schedul ed progranmm ng.
For those of you tuning in to see
RG' s hit reality show, Eat Bugs
for Muney, it will be airing
tonight at 2 a.m, so set your
VCRs.

(a beat)
Now back to our field reporter
Caneron Janes, at the scene of the
di saster.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Pl CKETERS are now in the crowd, holding signs. TWD Pl CKETERS
one holding a sign reading “Down with Escal ators!” and the
other’'s reading, “Up with Escalators,” are having an angry
exchange. Ot her signs include: “Dowmn with pants!,” “PETA” and
“I't’s not fur. I"'mRobin WIIlians’ cousin!”

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are FlI GURE SKATERS,
AMELI A EARHARDT, PHAROAHS and EGYPTI ANS and 40s MOVI E
DI RECTORS i n jodhpurs.

On the lower level, a well-dressed nman, CLI VER Bl SHOP

HUNTI NGTON 1V, rushes into the mall, followed by his
chauffeur, RON BROM. Christy Huntington sees her father on
the lower level and calls out to him

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Daddy! We’'re up here! Save us!

COLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
Babycakes! Are you all right?

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Yes, but the gane has probably
started by now and they can’t nake
a pyramd w thout us!

COLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
That’ s ghast|y!

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON

Daddy, if you don’t get us out of
here, I won't be popul ar anynore!
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Aiver turns to Ron with his hand out. Ron hands him a
busi ness card reading: “diver Bishop Huntington IV - Filthy
Ri ch” which diver hands to Caneron Janes.

OLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
(to Christy)
Hang on, Princess!
(to Cameron)
Wo do | pay?

CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
W have here --
(readi ng card)
A iver Bishop Huntington the
fourth.

COLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
You idiot. I'’mdiver Bishop
Hunti ngton “eye-vee.” Can’t you
read? Now, who do | pay to get ny
daughter rel eased?

CAMERON JAMES
Sir, this isn't a hostage
situation. Your noney won't help.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
Money al ways hel ps! What’'s the
matter with you?

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
Sir, you'll have to wait until our
mai nt enance expert arrives to
repair the escal ator

CAMERON JAMES
He’ s out bow i ng.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
How pedestrian! That’'s not
acceptable. | have noney and | want
ny daughter freed now.

Aiver holds out his hand and Ron hands hi ma checkbook
which diver waves in the air.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
(to canera)
I’moffering a reward. One hundred
t housand dollars to the person who
rescues ny beautiful daughter.
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LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
It’s not a matter of noney.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
Nothing is a problemif you can buy
your way out of it.

CAMERON JAMES
A di straught father nmakes a feeble
attenpt to buy his daughter’s
freedom Typical of rich, upset
fat hers everywhere, Enperor
Hunti ngt on wants hi s daughter
safely honme, no matter how
ridiculous the cost. Back to you in
t he studio.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

VENDY MCDONALD i s seated beside Steve Scott. The GRAPH C
reads: “Escal ator Nutrition Needs.”

The CRAW. continues: "Social security isn't,"” "Surgeon
General declares nothers were right: your face can stick like
that," etc.

SUPER: Steve Scott, Still Handsone.

STEVE SCOTT
Thank you, Canmeron. Now, we go to
our own Wendy MDonal d for
information on how to neet your
nutritional needs if you becone
trapped on an escal ator. Wendy?

VENDY MCDONALD
Thank you, Steve. My, you're just
i mpossi bl y handsone today.

STEVE SCOTIT
Thank you.

Super: Wendy McDonal d, Nutritionist

VENDY MCDONALD

You' re wel come.
(to canera)

Most shoppers forget to eat before
attenpting to ride an escal ator
This is a m stake, because if you
becone trapped, your nutritiona
needs may not be net.

( MORE)
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VEENDY MCDONALD( cont ' d)

| always reconmmend carrying a pound
of prepared hanburger, a spatul a
and condi nent packages with you
whenever you enbark on a journey
between nmall |evels.

SFEX: SI ZZL1 NG HAMBURGERS
are flipped over on an escal ator step.

VEENDY MCDONALD

M xing in sone fresh mnced garlic,
onion fl akes and MSG can add
wonder ful flavor to your emergency
nmeal . You know, nobst Anericans just
aren’t eating enough red neat. And
don't forget to carry sone Danp
Ones noi st wi pes so clean-up wll
be quick and easy. This is Wendy
McDonal d with today’ s hel pful tip
for disaster dining. Bon appetit.

(to Steve)
Back to you

STEVE SCOTT
Thank you, Wendy. W now return to
our continuing coverage of the Ml
21 Deat hVat ch

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a group of SCUBA
Dl VERS, LAUREL AND HARDY, SOUTHERN BELLES, SAILORS and
Pl RATES, 50s-era GREASERS and G RLS I N POODLE SKI RTS.

CAMVERON JAMES
I"’mhere with a brave nenber of our
arnmed forces.

BRADLEY SAL| SBERRY
I"'ma firenman.

CAMERON JAMES
| understand your nane is Bradley
St eak.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
No, Salisberry.

CAMERON JAMES
Excuse nme, Salisberry Steak.



BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
No, Bradley Salisberry.

CAMERON JAMES
Li eutenant, you do everything you
can to keep us safe, don’t you?

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
I try.

CAMERON JAMES
So it must be particularly
frustrating for you to save people
all day on the battlefield, then
find yourself in a situation where
you need to be rescued.

Bradl ey whips off his yellow coat and hands it to Donatello
Esperanto, then casts a determ ned glance up the escal ator.

BRADLEY SAL| SBERRY
(to Donatell o)
Here, hold this. | think it’s tine
| took sone action

DRAVATIC MUSIC fills the nall

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
I’mgoing up there. | don’t know
how long it will take, but I'Il get
to the top of this escalator. And
when | get there, 1’1l get a rope
and tie nyself to sonething solid,
then carry each of these good
people to safety, one by one.

Slow y, Bradl ey begins his arduous clinb past the other
victinms. He slips and the crowd gasps, then he recovers and
continues his ascent. He steps over SIZZLI NG hanburgers
cooki ng on one of the steps. As he nears the top step, the
crowd breaks into applause, but it is too soon.

Bradl ey’ s foot cones down on one of Tommy WIlson’s small toys
and he does a SLONWMOTION fall back to his place | ower on the
escal ator as the crowd gasps and | ooks horrifi ed.

CAMVERON JAMES
| detect a murmur fromthe crowd.

CROMND
Mur mur, nurnur, nurnur.
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Then the crowd grows silent, waiting anxiously to see if
Bradley was injured or killed in the fall. But Bradley junps
to his feet and indicates he is all right. The crowd breaks
into wild appl ause and cheer.

CAMERON JAMES
That, |adies and gentlenen, was the
nost stupid heroic thing this
reporter has ever seen. Bradley
Salisberry Steak, the brave U S.
Marine, placed his |life on the line
to save the lives of his fellow
victinms. He didn't succeed, but you
have to give himcredit for trying,
or at least a | ower hone nortgage
rate. Back to you in the studio.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
Steve Scott is at the anchor desk.
STEVE SCOTT

And now a brief station break.

NEWS PROMVO

Steve Scott is sitting in a chair against a black background.

STEVE SCOTT
News doesn’t stop and neither do
we. W just go on and on and on and

on.
DI SSOLVE TGO
Any Daiwoo is now in the chair.
AMY DAl WOO
W' || interrupt your favorite
programat a critical nonment so
that you' |l know where there’ s a
police pursuit.
DI SSOLVE TGO

Samant ha Scar borough in the chair.
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SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
Beautiful people will tell you
about ugly things happening in your
nei ghbor hood.

DI SSOLVE TO
Caneron Janes in the chair.
CAMERON JAMES
W'l talk to inportant people who
have nothing inportant to say.
DI SSOLVE TO
BILL HLL in the chair.
BILL HLL
We think you should know this
stuff. Wy?
DI SSOLVE TO
Any, Steve, Caneron, Samantha and Bill are now piled into the

chair, one atop the other

AMY DAI WOO, STEVE SCOTT, CAMERON
JAMES, SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH AND BI LL
HI LL

W' re RGB-TV News. That’s why.

ANNOUNCER
RGB- TV News. Every norning at 5, 6
and 7. Every evening at 5, 6 and
10. And if sonething’ s happening,
we m ght be on at other tinmes.
Maybe.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

James Van Edward is slapping hinmself in the forehead and
talking to hinself as Phyllis G oss and Ruth Branni gan | ook
down at him

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are GYMNASTS, the DEVIL,
t he WOLFMAN, FRANKENSTEI N s MONSTER, THE CREATURE FROM THE
BLACK LAGOON, the MUMW and COUNT DRACULA.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Stupid! Stupid! Stupid! I know I
shoul d have |istened to you, but
you weren’'t very specific.
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PHYLLI S GRCSS
Excuse me down there! Who are you
tal king to?

JAMES VAN EDWARD
My dead not her

PHYLLI S GRGCSS
Aren’t you psychi c nedi um Janes Van
Edwar d?

JAVES VAN EDWARD
Shhhh! | don’t want anyone to know
I m here.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
We just |ove your show. Wuld you
channel ny dead husband?

JAMES VAN EDWARD
This isn't a good tine.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
Way not ?

WALDEN ROHRER
Hey, famous TV guy, if you' re so
psychic, why didn’'t you foresee
this escal ator stopping?

JAVES VAN EDWARD
" mnot that kind of psychic. |
appreci ate, conmmuni cate and
val i date parking for dead people.

WALDEN ROHRER
Bumrer. |If you were the other kind
of psychic, you could have picked
sone good stock or the Super Bow
wi nner and made sone real green

JAVES VAN EDWARD
Tell ne about it.

WALDEN ROHRER
Vll, what | nean is you' d be rich -

JAVES VAN EDWARD
(i nterrupting)
It was a rhetorical question.
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WALDEN ROHRER
And | was answering you, man.

JAMVES VAN EDWARD
Never m nd.

A boom m ke edges over the handrail and Janes Van Edward
| ooks down to see Canmeron Janes | ooking up at him

CAMERON JAMES
W have here the man with a popul ar
syndi cat ed show on RGB-TV who tal ks
to crossing guards.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
| talk to those who have crossed
over to the other side.

CAMVERON JAMES
You talk to chi ckens?

JAVES VAN EDWARD
Chi ckens?

CAMERON JAMES
They cross to the other side, don't
t hey?

PHYLLI S GRCOSS
He tal ks to dead peopl e.

CAVERON JANES
How do you do that? Dead people
can’t nove their |ips.

PHYLLI S GROSS
He’ s a psychic.

CAMERON JAMES
Li ke Tonto or Kevin Eubanks?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Not a sidekick. A psychic.

CAMERON JAMES
Got cha. Col onel Van Edward, do you
see your fellow victinms on the
ot her side?

JAMES VAN EDWARD
No. They’re not dead.
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EVI LYN CRI NKLE
Yet .

The nenorial has grown to engulf the entire area to the side
of the stricken escalator. Mre picket signs appear:
“Straight pride!”, “H Matt, Katie and Al!”, “Death to
Spamrers” and “Where am | going and why am| in a
handbasket ?”

TWO MEN and TWO WOVEN in evening clothes are in front of a
kar aoke nonitor singing the Ode to Joy from Beethoven’s N nth
Synmphony, as the words appear on the television nonitor.

MEN AND WOVEN
(si ngi ng)

Freude, schoner Gotterfunken,
Tochter aus Elysium

Wr betreten feuer-trunken,
H mr i sche, dein Heiligtum
Dei ne Zauber bi nden w eder,
Was die Mbde streng geteilt;
Al'l e Menschen werden Briuder,
W dein sanfter Fligel weilt.

On the escalator, Bradley Salisberry turns to WIlie Escargot
and Maurice Mdlina.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
| fell down the stairs and didn't
rescue us. |I'msuch a | oser.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Hey, man, you tried.

BRADLEY SAL| SBERRY
But | didn't succeed. People think
all firemen are heroes. But |
haven't saved one |life, rescued
even one kitty cat.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Real | y? | thought you guys got
nmedal s al nost every day.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
| don’t. | go honme at night, watch
reruns of Happy Days and wi sh |
wer e Fonzi e.

MAURI CE MOLI NA

But inside, you feel |ike Ralph
Mal ph.
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BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Vel |, maybe Potsie. | have good

W LLI E ESCARGOT
The only TV stars | could identify
with were Billy Barty, Herve
Vil |l achai ze and M chael Dunne. But
they’'re all dead now, so | have to
wait for the seasonal repeat of the
W zard of Qz.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
| liked the coroner dude.

(sings)
“She’s really nost sincerely dead.”

W LLI E ESCARGOT
He was good, but his beard creeped

me out.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Maybe, soneday, 1’1l get the chance
to do sonething heroic and not ness
it up.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
The GRAPHI C behind Steve Scott reads: “Wrldw de Response.”

The CRAW. continues: "Ci ncinnati El ephant has bad nenory,
forgets a lot," "Enployee at Jack-in-the-Box drive-through
wi ndow under st andabl e; custoner faints," etc.

SUPER: He's starting to annoy ne.

STEVE SCOTT
Here’' s Mazda Kawasaki, our
correspondent in Japan with their
response to Mall 21 Deat h\Wat ch

SUPER: Mazda Kawasaki, Japan

MAZDA KAWASAK

(with a Japanese accent)
You don’t know how to use
t echnorogy! Just rook at our cars.
They’ re nmuch better than yours. And
you al so nake cl appy escarators.

(a beat)
And now to Flee-jeed Spivey in
Ant arcti ca.
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EXT. ANTARCTI C PENGU N ROOKERY - DAY

FRIA@D SPIVEY is in a parka, his face barely visible. Behind
him there is a white wastel and.

SUPER: Frigid Spivey, Shivering Correspondent

FRI A D SPI VEY
This is Free-jeed Spivey in
Antarctica. The hearts of everyone
here goes out to those unfortunate
mal | peopl e.

PULL BACK

to reveal Spivey is surrounded by penguins. There's a snall
table in front of him with a bow of fish on it.

FRI A D SPI VEY

As you can see, this may be one of
the few places on earth where there
are no malls. But hardship is a way
of life in Antarctica. Male
pengui ns hold the precious eggs on
their feet for up to two nonths in
200 mile per hour w nds and sub-
freezing tenperatures while the
femal es feed at sea.

(a beat)
Despite their own hardships, these
pengui ns have donated what little
t hey have to assist the victins.
It’s cold in Antarctica, but our
hearts are warm Back to you

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are KNIGHTS i n shining
arnmor, |INVISIBLE MEN, M MES pretending to be in boxes, HULA
DANCERS and CONSTRUCTI ON WORKERS.

CAVERON JANES
We have anot her fanous guy trapped
here tonight: Italian tenor
Donat el | o Esperanto. Doct or
Esperant o, what brought you to the
mal | tonight?

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
A long, black |inousine. Very
expensi ve.

( MORE)
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DONATELLO ESPERANTQ( cont ' d)

There’s an A ynpi c-si zed sw nm ng
pool in the back seat on the upper
| evel .

CAMERON JAMES
But why are you here?

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
That shoul d be obvious. | was
pl anni ng to purchase overpriced
Anerican trinkets made i n Tai wan.

CAMERON JAMES
And now you may di e here.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
I will never die. My voice wll
live forever. My legacy is secure.

CAMERON JAMES
But if your body is dead ---

DONATELLO ESPERANTO

My body is nerely here to carry ny
voi ce around. O course, it also
eats fine Italian cuisine and has
sex.

(a beat)
I will mss those things if | die,
but ny body is just a vessel.

CAMERON JAMES
There you have it. The G and Duke
Donatel | o Esperanto, a great singer
unafrai d of death because he works
on cruise ships.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

TREVOR W LSON enters the nall and rushes to the bottom of the
escal ator. He | ooks up at his wife, Ellen.

TREVOR W LSON
Ellen! I'"mhere! I"'mlate! | ran
out of gas. Do you know how hi gh
gas prices are?

ELLEN W LSON
It’s okay, Trevor. They said we're
in danger and may not survive.

TREVOR W LSON
You' || get out of this, honey!
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ELLEN W LSON
Well, in case we don’t, |I'm
throwi ng dowmn the |ast of the
Christmas presents | bought.

Trevor positions hinmself beside the escalator under Ellen and
catches the bags she drops down. But then she tosses a
bow i ng ball, barbells, a mcrowave oven and a kitchen sink.
Trevor is buried beneath these itens.

TREVOR W LSON
(fromunder the rubble)
l...1 got themn

ELLEN W LSON
Good. Renenber, your nother gets
t he bl ue hand towels and your Uncle
Don gets the singing fish

TREVOR W LSON
(weakl y)
He'll really |love the fish

OSCAR LEW S, a well -dressed man, wal ks into the mall and to
t he bottom of the escal ator.

OSCAR LEW S
Hey, everybody! |I'm Gscar Lewi s and
|’ ve got great news!

Al'l eyes turn to this man in hope.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Are we being rescued?

OSCAR LEW S
No. | just saved a ton of nobney on
my car insurance by switching to

Geckol!
TWO MEN | N WHI TE COATS rush in and surround Oscar. Then the
men nove back and Gscar is laced up in a straitjacket. The
men escort Oscar out of the mall as the crowd cheers.

On the upper level, Mchel angel o Jones straps Henry Harris
into a harness attached to rappelling equi pnent.

HENRY HARRI S
| have a feeling this will work.
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G ngerly, Henry steps over the railing and successfully
rappels a few feet, but then he’'s hangi ng al ongsi de the
escal ator, not close enough to do anything. He dangles there
for several nmoments as he surveys his situation.

HENRY HARRI S
kay. Plan C

He rappels to the Iower level. Henry and M chel angel o wal k
dejectedly back to the utility roomas Leonardo Di Crappio
wal ks to the bottom of the escal ator.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
(t hrough nmegaphone)
Continue to not panic. | repeat,
continue to not panic.

Everyone pani cs.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Behi nd Steve Scott and a m ddl e-aged man, PAUL UPPITY, is the
GRAPHI C. “Escal ator Safety.”

The CRAW. continues: "M chael Jackson returns to original
face,” "Q concludes tour of US golf courses for killer; next
stop: Canada," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
Qur guest is Paul Uppity fromthe
Escal ator Safety Foundati on.
Vel cone.

SUPER: Paul Uppity, Hi storical Figure 8

PAUL UPPI TY
d ad to be here, Steve.

STEVE SCOTT
What can you tell us about the
hi story of escal ators?

PAUL UPPI TY
Jesse Reno invented the escal ator
in 1897. That sane year, Charles
Seeberger installed the first one
at Coney |sland as an anusenent
ride. Seeberger later joined the
Qi s Elevator Conpany to produce
the first commercial escal ator
which won a first prize at the 1900
Exposition Universelle in Paris.
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| NSERT

STEVE SCOTT
Yeah, yeah, yeah. But how many
lives have been | ost on these
killer conveyances?

PAUL UPPI TY
Well, there was the King' s Cross
fire in London in 1897. Oiginally,
the stairs on escal ators were nade
of wood, but now they’' re netal,
whi ch doesn’t burn.

The functioning “down” escalator with various TEAM MASCOTS,
BEDOUI NS in desert garb and a SYNCHRONI ZED SW M TEAM
traveling to the | ower |evel

PAUL UPPI TY
Escal ators have an incredible
safety record. There are over
30, 000 escalators in the United
States with over 90 billion riders
a year. That neans escal ators nove
t he equival ent of the US popul ation
every two days.

STEVE SCOTT
Where do they nove to?

PAUL UPPI TY
Vel l, up or down.

STEVE SCOTT

Seens rat her pointless noving that
many peopl e w thout them going
somewhere |i ke New Jersey. Tell ne,
why did this particul ar escal ator
break down?

PAUL UPPI TY
| don’t know

STEVE SCOTT
(to canera)
Escal ators. They burn peopl e, nove
t hem around pointlessly and break
down wit hout warning or reason. W
return now to the disaster scene.
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I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

New pi cket signs appear in the crowd: “Mire chlorine in the

gene pool,” and “Unfair to short, ugly, stupid people!”

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a CHURCH CHOR in
robes, CROSSI NG GUARDS with stop signs, NUNS, PRIESTS,

VI KINGS i n horned hel nets and NURSES.

James Van Edward touches his back pocket, then gets a

horrified | ook on his face.

JAMES VAN EDWARD

My wal l et’s gone! Somebody’s picked

nmy pocket!
(turning to Wl den)
It was you! Enpty your pockets!

WALDEN ROHRER
What makes you think it was ne?

JAMES VAN EDWARD
(gesturing at Father
O Fl anagan)
He’s a Jewish priest. You do the
mat h!

WALDEN ROHRER
VWhat mat h?

JAMES VAN EDWARD

H mmnus ny wall et equals you took

it!

WALDEN ROHRER
There’ s nineteen ot her people on
this escal ator.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
But they aren’t standing next to
ne.

Caneron Janes sees a hand waving at himbeside the top of a

green el f’s hat.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Hey, you haven't interviewed ne,
yet .
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CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
W’ ve just discovered a third child
on the escal ator.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
No, I"'ma little person

CAMERON JAMES
Al children are little people.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
But I'mthirty-eight years ol d!

The crowd begins to hum*®“Battle Hyrm of the Republic” softly
in the b.g. as an Anerican flag drops down behind Caneron and
the lights dim

CAMERON JAMES

Children want to grow up quickly
but parents want their children to
remai n forever young. Then those
sane | ovabl e kids grow into
rebel li ous teenagers and parents
can't wait for themto nove out. If
t hey graduate, the kids get entry-
| evel jobs and crumry apartnents in
a bad part of town where they party
all the tine, until they lose their
jobs and are forced to nove back in
with their parents. The parents
wonder how t hey managed to raise
ki ds wi thout a work ethic who won’t
take responsibility for their own
actions. Eventually, the parents
get old and the ungrateful kids
stick themin a nursing hone and go
to court to battle over who gets
their fol ks 401K and the house.

(a beat)
This, nmy friends, is Anerica.

Rut h Branni gan hears this nonol ogue and is appall ed.

RUTH BRANNI GAN

(to Wllie)
You shoul d be ashaned of yourself,
young man.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
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CAMVERON JAMES
This is Caneron Janes, live at the
Mal | 21 Deat hWat ch

At the bottom of the escalator, Victor Cousineau is ranting
to | vana Bel oved Bayou.

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
It’s the crooked politicians, |
tell you. Socialist fascist
phi | anderers, every one of them
|"msure they' re responsi ble for
this breakdown. Probably took noney
fromthe mai ntenance fund to pay
for a two-thousand dollar toilet
seat for Congress. And the aliens!
Oh, don’'t get ne started on the
aliens. The governnent says there
aren’t any, so why is Area 51 such
a big secret?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
It’s not. Everybody knows about
Area 51.

Suddenly, Genevieve clutches her chest and sits down on her
st ep.

VI CTOR CQUSI NEAU
What’'s the matter with you?

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
| don't feel very good. | have sone
pain in ny chestal area.

Caneron Janes rushes to the bottom of the escal ator

CAMERON JAMES
It appears we have our first
fatality. Baroness Cenevieve
Cousi neau is having a fatal heart
attack.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
| don’t know if it’'s nmy heart.
just don’t feel so good. And I’'m an
Ameri can now.

CAVERON JAMES

But everyone in Anerica is from
somepl ace el se.
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PATRI OTlI C MJUSI C begins to play and people in the crowd pl ace
their hands over their hearts and wave fl ags.

CAVERON JAMES
(to canera)
We're part of a nelted pot here in
America. Unlike other countries in
other worlds, in the U S. of A,

we all are nelted together, I|ike
chocol ate. Regul ar chocol ate and
white chocolate... and Reese’s
Pi eces.

(a beat as MJUSI C ENDS)
A pending fatal heart attack? Only
time will tell. And this |ady.
She’ || have to tell us. Just this
lady and time will tell. Then |11
tell you because that’s ny job.

I NT. BLANK FAM LY HOME

The Blank Famly is gathered around the tel evision set
wat ching the drama at the mall unfold. They’'re nunching
popcorn and chips and wearing “Free the Mall 21" t-shirts.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo reads: “News For the Less
Abl ed.”

The CRAW continues: "LA suffers 1.0 earthquake. O d man
falls dowmn," "Biologists declare Donald Trunp's hair a new
life form" etc.

SUPER: Any Dai woo. Agai n.

AMY DAl WOO
Now, Barbara Lindstromw ||
translate this story into American
Si gn Language for our blind
Vi ewers.

SUPER: Barbara Lindstrom Tal ki ng Hands Expert

BARBARA LI NDSTROM signs the foll owi ng. There are no
subtitles.

BARBARA LI NDSTROM
(in sign | anguage)
Twenty-one really stupid people are
stuck on an escal ator.
( MORE)
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BARBARA LI NDSTROM cont ' d)
Yes, an escal ator. Tal k about “I ess

abl ed!” Back to you, Any.

AMY DAl WOO
(rmout hi ng the words)
Thank you, Barbara.

(in her regular voice)

And now, we go to Brother

Theophyl line, a nmonk from Chip,

Sout h Dakot a.

BROTHER THEOPHYLLI NE, in nonk’s robes, has taken a vow of
sil ence and conmuni cates through facial expressions. He
shakes his head, |ooks very sad, then confused, smles and
t hen shrugs and gives a “so what?” | ook

AMY DAl WOO

Thank you, Brother Theophylline.

That was el oquent.
(a beat)

Qur Caneron Janmes has anot her

interview with one of the
unfortunate victins.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g

ENGLI SH M NSTRELS, FLAMENCO DANCERS

par kas and an AM SH FAM LY.

are MARI LYN MONRCE, QLD
ASTRONAUTS, ESKI MOS in

CAMERON JAMES
And who are you?

TEN CENTS
Ten Cents.

CAVERON JANES
I’ mnot paying you anything. You
have to do TV interviews for free.

TEN CENTS
It’s ny nanme, nman.

CAMERON JAMES
Are you one of those gangsta
Chri stmas wrappers? How cone you
charge so nuch to wap presents?

TEN CENTS
Are you serious?
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CAMERON JAMES
I’ m al ways serious. |I’'m Caneron
James, RGB-TV news reporter

TEN CENTS
No. I'’ma street guy fromthe
“ hood.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Excuse me, but | heard you on your
cell phone tal ki ng about
negoti ati ons with your enployees.

TEN CENTS
kay, I'mnot a street guy, but I
pretend to be one on the weekends.
|’ve got to have sone street cred,
man. Got to hang with the brothers.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
That’s fine, but you shouldn't lie
to the American public.

TEN CENTS
(to canera)
Sorry, public.

CAMERON JAMES
A gangsta Christrmas w apper with
amesi a. Strange but true.

Donatell o | ooks |Ivana up and down, seemi ngly confused.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
(to lvana)
For sone reason, | do not think you
are aware of who I am You have not
conpl i mented nme once.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Oh, | get it. You re stuck here
wi t hout your entourage. Nobody’s
wor shi pped you in mnutes and
you're just dying for a conplinent.
Ri ght ?

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
I am handsone and tal ented, no? You
do not wish to adore me?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
You need to learn to | ove yourself.
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DONATELLO ESPERANTO
But | have people for that!

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Way shoul d you care what others
t hi nk? You shoul dn’t need peopl e
around to feed your ego.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
No one to adore ne? You nust be
mad!

Vi ctor Cousi neau continues to rant to Genevi eve, still
sitting on her step, clutching her chest.

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
We had to cone to the mall.
Coul dn’t stay hone |ike normnal
peopl e.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
There was a sale. How could | know
what woul d happen?

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
These things are death traps. Wat
happened to good ol d-fashi oned
stairs? Probably sone illega
aliens work here and can’t read
Engli sh, so the mai ntenance doesn’t
get done right.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Steve Scott is at the anchor desk. He tosses the anchor onto
the floor as a FLOOD OF WATER rushes in. The GRAPHI C behi nd
hi mreads, “Mall 21 Deat hWatch Conti nues.”

The CRAW. continues: "Crocodile Hunter eaten by alligator,™
"Europa signs Sea Wirld franchise deal ," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
And now a station break

SFX: GLASS SHATTERI NG

NEWS PROMO
MONTAGE of news footage

1) a fire,
2) tornado,
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3) a car accident,
4) earthquake danmage,
5) soneone bar becui ng.

The heads of Any Dai woo and Steve Scott float across these

i mages.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
Nort h, East, West and South. News

equal s “things that happen.” At RGB-

TV, we tell you about the news.

AMY DAl WOO
News can affect your life, like
rain or if gas prices go up

STEVE SCOTT
News i s know ng about things, so we
read the news to you.

ANNOUNCER
There's a | ot of news so we have
nore than one reporter.

Warren Wngfield s head floats in.

WARREN W NGl ELD
I fly the tel ecopter

Jimy Coud s head floats in.
JI MW CLQUD
| stand in front of the weather
map.
Bob Score’s head floats in.

BOB SCORE
I show you pictures of ath-a-letes
in action.

Though the screen is crowded with heads, the heads of Bil

H |11, Samant ha Scarborough and Caneron Janes fl oat
heads bunp into each other, grimacing and scow i ng.

BI LL H LL, SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH AND

CAMERON JAMES
W are team coverage.

ANNOUNCER
RGB-TV, News 8. W tell you nore
t han you want to know.

The
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I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Cameron Janes send the boommc up to Erm ne Sachet
Pettiforbes Getty and Peter Sufferflesh.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are ABRAHAM LI NCOLN and
GEORGE WASHI NGTON, LAS VEGAS SHOME RLS in headdresses, LITTLE
G RLS I N TUTUS and a Cl RCUS RI NGVASTER.

CAMERON JAMES
(to Erm ne)
And you are?

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Young man, you’'re addressing the
ri chest woman on the planet.

Erm ne sl aps Peter.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES CETTY
| can speak for nyself.
(to Cameron)
I am Erm ne Sachet Pettiforbes
Getty. Young man, | resent being
detai ned here. | inplore you to get
this contraption noving.

CAMERON JAMES
I’ mnot a mai ntenance man. |’ mthe
star reporter for RGB-TV.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES CETTY
Have you reported this fiasco to
soneone who can nake repairs?

CAMERON JAMES
No. He's bow i ng.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
Then you haven’t been a very good
reporter, have you? You shoul d be
fired. I don't suffer nalfeasance
gl adl y.

PETER SUFFERFLESH
She certainly doesn’t.

Erm ne sl aps Peter again.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
Speak when you’re spoken to.
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PETER SUFFERFLESH
Yes, ma’ am

CAMERON JAMES
(to Peter)
And you are?

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Peter Sufferfl esh.

CAVERON JAMES
You have an accent, | hear.

PETER SUFFERFLESH
I was a flagellant nonk in Geat
Britain before | retired and cane
into Madane’s service ten years
ago.

CAMERON JAMES
You know, you can take EX-Gas for
that flagellence.

PETER SUFFERFLESH

I"’mnot flatulent, young man. | was
a flagellant. | used to whip
nysel f.

CAMERON JAMES
You shoul d report yourself for
abuse.

Suddenly, a BABY CRIES. Ellen WIson picks up her daughter.

ELLEN W LSON
Oh, ny! She’s hungry and | need to
breast-feed her.

There is a loud collective gasp.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Daddy, she’s going to expose
hersel f!

At the bottom of the escalator, Bradley Salisberry whips off
his yellow coat and hands it to Ten Cents, who passes it up
t he escal ator

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY

(to Ellen)
Use this to cover yourself, ma’ am
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The coat finally reaches Ellen and she puts it over herself.
The BABY STOPS CRYING replaced by LOUD “GUG GUG SOUNDS
Everyone appl auds.

CAVERON JAMES
Anot her brave, selfless act by our
war hero. A coat he could have used
as shelter on the battlefield has
been donated to cover a neal site.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

MARY MARCI A STEWART is with Any Dai woo. The GRAPHI C behi nd
them reads: “Di saster Fashion.”

The CRAW. continues: "Archaeol ogi sts di scover bones of
Neanderthal attorney clutching coins,” "Scientists conclude
mental health will be the end of civilization as we know it,"
etc.

AMY DAl WOO
Mary Marcia Stewart is here to tell
us about disaster fashion. Mary
Mar ci a?

SUPER: Mary Marcia Stewart, Disaster Fashion Expert

MARY MARCI A STEWART
Thank you, Any. It's difficult to
| ook your best when you’'re trapped
on an escal ator. After only a few
m nutes of panic, your clothes tend
to winkle fromperspiration. |
reconmend a light fabric, such as
cotton, which w cks noisture away
fromthe body and cools you off.
Stay away from dark colors as they
tend to | ook sonber and may depress
you. So, when you're involved in an
escal ator disaster, wear |ight-
colored cotton to | ook and feel

your best.

AMY DAl WOO
Thank you, Mary Marcia. And now,
we' | | pause for a word from our
net wor k.
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PROGRAM PROMO. LAW AND ORDER SWV

An SWV pulls to a stop on a dark street. Police cars, their
lights flashing, are in the b.g. DETECTIVE JOHN SM TH and
DETECTI VE PATRI CE THOVAS get out of the car and nove out of
franme. The canera renmains on the vehicle.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
On the next Law and Order: SWV ---

DETECTI VE JOHN SM TH ( Q. C.)
My, God. Look at that. It’s
horri bl e.

DETECTI VE PATRI CE THOWAS (O C.)
In all my years on the force, |'ve
never seen anything like it.

DETECTI VE JOHN SM TH (Q. C.)
How did they get the body to do
t hat ?

Monents later, they return to the car

DETECTI VE PATRI CE THOVAS
Now we know just how cruel one
human bei ng can be.

They get into the SUV and drive off.

The SUV pulls into the driveway of a residential hone. The
detectives get out of the car, their guns drawn, and nove out
of frame. There are SCREAMS and a GUNSHOT, but the canera
remai ns on the SUV

ANNOUNCER
Law and Order: SUV. The crine, the
detectives and the vehicle they
drive. Watch new reruns every
Sunday ni ght at nine on RGB-TV.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

YOUNG G RLS continue to place flowers and ot her nmenentos on
the massive nmenorial. Many girls are wearing T-shirts with
“We Love Brad” and “Bradley Salisberry Mall Tour.” BUDDH ST
MONKS are chanting and a PRI EST is conducting conmuni on.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are UNCLE SAM KEYSTONE
COPS, ENGLI SH BEEFEATERS and an EAST | NDI AN SNAKE CHARVER
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Cameron Janes interviews one of the girls, LATOYA UNDERWOOD,
who is wearing a “Brad is Hot” T-shirt.

CAMERON JAMES
| see you're wearing a T-shirt.

LATOYA UNDERWOCOD
And you’'re wearing a cheap suit.
Who are you? The fashion police?

CAMERON JAMES
You appear to be a fan of our
soldier, Bradley Salisberry Steak.

LATOYA UNDERWOCOD
He’'s a fireman. He's a real hero,
even if he didn't nake it to the
top of the escalator. He's a
gentl eman, too. He passed his coat
up to that |lady who was going to
get naked.

CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
Young girls wearing T-shirts to
support an al nost-hero. This is
Anerica at its best.

Back on the escalator, Bradley Salisberry speaks to TEN
CENTS.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Excuse me, but are you ashaned that
you’' re a successful black
busi nessnman?

TEN CENTS
O course not. Well, maybe a
little. But I worked hard to get
where | am

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
On a stalled escal ator?
(a beat)
Wll, M. Cents, you should be
proud of what you’ ve acconpli shed.
You should be a role nodel for

bl ack children, like actor WII
Smith. What kind of business are
you in?
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TEN CENTS
I manufacture fem nine hygiene
products.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Well, there you go! You could be
the WIIl Smith of tanpons

Farther up the escal ator, James Van Edward and Wl den Rohrer
are still discussing Janmes’ mssing wallet when a boom m ke
appears over Walden's head. The two nmen | ook up to see
Samant ha Scar bor ough.

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
Qur next victimis ---

JAMES VAN EDWARD
A crimnal! A pick-pocket! A thief!

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
Not you. The guy next to you.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
That’ s who I’ mtal ki ng about.

Wal den gl ances down, bends over and picks up a wallet from
where it has fallen on the step. He hands it to Janes.

WALDEN ROHRER
You dropped your wallet. It was on
t he step.

JAMVES VAN EDWARD
Oh, uh. Thank you.

WALDEN ROHRER
You owe nme an apol ogy.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
|"mvery sorry.

WALDEN ROHRER
Ah, never mind. It’s the story of
ny life.
(in a higher voice)
“Wal den, you stole ny car.”
(in his own voice)
It’s in the driveway.
(in a higher voice)
“Wal den, you took ny di anond
neckl ace.”
(in his own voice)
You're wearing it.
( MORE)
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WALDEN ROHRER( cont ' d)

(a beat)
I"mjust a glutton for destiny.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Sorry, but you look guilty of
sonet hi ng.

WALDEN ROHRER
It’s been like this since | had
t hat Extreme Makeover. They don’t
tell you that when they fix your
protrudi ng chin, repair your nose,
gi ve you porcel ain veneers and
i posuction that you're going to
| ook so innocent, people wll
assunme you’'re hiding sonething.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
You had an Extrene Makeover? What
did you | ook like before?

Wal den pulls a photo out of his wallet and hands it to Janes,
who cri nges.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
Ww. You were butt ugly, man. They
did an awesone job on you

WALDEN ROHRER
Right. Now I'm a good | ooki ng
suspect .

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Maybe you | ook guilty because you
don’t feel you deserve to | ook so
good. | nean, you didn't pay for
any of it, right?

WALDEN ROHRER
Ri ght .

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Well, that could be the problem
You | ook guilty because, inside,
you feel qguilty.

WALDEN ROHRER
You know, that makes sense. It’s
hard getting used to people | ooking
at you because you’ re handsone
rat her than because you’re hideous.
(a beat)
Thanks, man. | feel better already.
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JAMES VAN EDWARD
You' re | ooki ng nore innocent, too.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
Facing a gory, painful death, a man
comes to grips with how handsone he
is. Sometinmes, beauty is only on
top of your skin, on the
upperderm s. Now back to Any
Dai woo.

Henry Harris and M chel angel o Jones drag a | arge wooden

| adder to the side of the escal ator bel ow Janes Van Edward.
Henry slowy ascends the | adder, but when he reaches the top
rung, it breaks. James grabs Henry’s hand and holds onto him
as the | adder collapses to the floor. The crowd gasps.

Wal den Rohrer extends his hand to Henry, then Peter
Sufferflesh reaches out his hand and Henry takes it. Each
vi ctimextends a hand and Henry grasps each in turn, making
his way slowly down the escalator. The crowd appl auds as he
reaches the ground.

HENRY HARRI S
kay. Plan D

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
(t hrough megaphone)
Do not panic. Continue to not
pani c.

Everyone pani cs.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Any Daiwoo is at the anchor desk. The GRAPHI C behi nd Any
reads: “Sports Disaster.”

AMY DAl WOO
We have breaking news fromthe
Sant ana Hi gh School Coli seum where
the Cvil War ganme is being played
tonight. Wth the latest is Bob
Scor e.

EXT. SANTANA H GH SCHOCOL COLI SEUM

The Santana Sentinels football team are wearing foot bal
hel mets, but are dressed in Union Arny uniformns.
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Their opponents, the Mahatnma Gandhi Rebel s, wear Confederate
uni forns. The teans make a play as a CANNON on the sidelines
goes off.

BOB SCORE (O C.)
In a night of tragedies, here’'s a
few nore. |I’mat Santana Hi gh
School Col i seum where the Santana
Sentinels were ahead fourteen to
zi ppo when the cheerl eadi ng squad
attenpted a pyramid with the
expected results.

CHEERLEADERS are lying in a mangl ed heap on the sidelines. An
anmbul ance roars across the football field, lights flashing
and SIRENS WAILING hitting several FOOTBALL PLAYERS who soar
t hrough the air.

BOB SCORE (O C.)
W thout Christy Huntington and
Jenni fer Whitnmer, the pyramd
coll apsed into this unsightly pile
of pom pons and human debri s.

The anbul ance stops and AMBULANCE ATTENDANTS hop out, rushing
to aid the cheerl eaders.

BOB SCCRE
(to canera)
I”mhere with head coach Uvul a S.

G ant.

(to Uvul a)
Coach, how will this affect the
gane?

UVULA S. GRANT
Oh, the ganme continues on. Even
t hough this cheerleader thing is
di stracting, we have to keep
pl aying. There's a clock invol ved
here, Bob.

Bob Score and Wula S. Gant suddenly freeze, with smles on
their faces, as MATTHEW BRADY takes their picture with an
1860s vi ntage caner a.

BOB SCORE
We're joined now by assistant
coach, Kennedy Lincol n.

KENNEDY LI NCOLN
Four scores and seven downs ago ---
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Wula S. Grant shoves Kennedy Lincoln out of the way. In the
b.g., the Anbul ance Attendants extract cheerl eaders fromthe
pil e. Each cheerl eader retains a nangl ed pose.

UVULA S. GRANT
W' Il have to do without cheers for
t he bal ance of the gane and that’s
goi ng to be unpl easant.

BOB SCORE
W don’t know how many injuries or
deaths there are yet, but the gane
continues, so there' s still tine.
W' Il have nore as this ness of
human fl esh and pom pons is
unt angl ed. Live from Santana Hi gh
School Coliseum 1’ m Bob Score,
RGB- TV News.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL steps to the front of the crowd, playing
a guitar and singing.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are QUEEN VI CTORI A,
SI GVMUND FREUD, 1920s FLAPPERS and GANGSTERS, STAND- UP
COVEDI ANS speaki ng into m crophones, BELLY DANCERS and
BULLFI GHTERS wavi ng their capes.

GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL

(si ngi ng)
Back in the beginning of the
M 11 ennium
Went to the mall to get a pack of
gum
Got on the escalator and it
stal |l ed,

Thought it was the end and the
angel s cal |l ed.

The crowd sways back and forth in tine to the nusic.

GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL
Escal ator, a one-way trip to hell
Escal ator, Man, you never can tell.
(a beat)

Trapped on a stairway that woul dn’t
go

Wth a lot of losers | didn't know
Goin® nowhere and getting there

f ast,
( MORE)
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GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL( cont

Hoped each breath wouldn’t be ny
| ast .
(a beat)
Escal ator, Going up or goin down.
Escal ator, the worst ride in town.
(a beat)
Twenty people had the ride of their
life,
A Jewish priest, Santa and a
pregnant ex-w fe,
A drag queen, a psychic and two old
danes,
A lot of other people, can't recall
t hei r nanes.
(a beat)
Escal ator, you’ ve got nowhere to
go.
Escal ator. \Were it stops, you'll
never know.

The crowd appl auds.

CAMERON JAMES
That was nearly adequate, young
man. \Wo are you and why?

GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL
I’ m Gordon Baez Mtchell and I
wote this song because | didn't
make the cut on Anerican ldle and |
wanted Sinon to see what he m ssed.
| also wanted to performfor the
fans who are going buy ny CDs.

CAMERON JAMES
What’'s the title of your CD?

GORDON BAEZ M TCHELL
Vll, | don’t have one yet.

CAMERON JAMES
A heartfelt tribute to the Mall 21
by a young, unsuccessful folk
singer with no CDs.
(a beat)
Now back to the studio and Ernie
Schul t zenegger, our fitness expert.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
ERNI E SCHULTZENEGGER, an i nposi ng muscl e man,

d)

is seated at

t he anchor desk beside Steve Scott. Behind themis the

GRAPHI C. “Di saster Fitness.”
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The CRAW. continues, "lllegal U S. aliens flooding into
Canada," "Scientists rename Uranus 'Wally'; tired of kids
| aughi ng and meki ng j okes," etc.

SUPER: Ernie Schultzenegger, Fitness Expert

ERNI E SCHULTZENEGGER

(in an Austrian accent)
Thank you, Caneron Janes. | owe
you.

(a beat)
Keeping fit is sonething we shoul d
all do in case we have to save
peopl e trapped on escalators, in
burni ng buil dings or from under
heavy househol d appliances. And if
you are fit, people may put you in
novies or elect you to a public
of fice.

(a beat)
But you have to start sonewhere, so
let’s start with clenching our
buttocks to build a firm hiney.
Okay, clench. Unclench. See how
easy? Do it again. Cench
Uncl ench. Looki ng good. Watch out
behi nd you!

(1 aughs)
Just a little joke. This is Ernie
Shul t zenegger, | ooki ng good and
feeling fit.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Daiwoo reads: “They' re all out to get
nme.” At the end of the desk is BARRY DI NGLE, a dishevel ed
nmess.

The CRAW. continues: "Mars not really red, say scientists;
nore orangey,"” "Mddle East halts fighting; says it's tired,"
etc.

AMY DAl WOO
And now our own Barry Dingle wll
provide a translation of this
breaking story in Polaroid
Schi zophr eni c.

BARRY DI NGLE

(rapidly)
That man is | ooking at nme. Were’'s
ny noney?
( MORE)
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BARRY DI NGLE( cont "' d)

The tel ephone conpany i s sending
signals into ny head. Yellow and
green make twenty-five. They tel
me it’s nedicine, but | know
they're trying to poison ne.

AWY DAl WOO
Thank you, Barry.

BARRY DI NGLE
You' re wel cone, Any.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Tormy W1 son slans his plastic hammer against the |egs of
Chri sty Huntington and Jennifer Whitnmer.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are GOLFERS in plaid
pants, NAZI S saluting each other, MEDI EVAL PEASANTS, JAPANESE
GEl SHAS and KKK MEMBERS in white robes.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Quch! You little nmenace, you're
going to nmake marks on ny | egs!

JENNI FER WH TMER
Stop hitting nme! You're a nmunchkin
fromhel |!

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Wat ch your | anguage up there!

Cameron Janes thrusts a m crophone at Maurice Mlina.

CAMERON JAMES
Santa, what will happen if you
don’t survive this ordeal ? Who w |l
deliver ny Christmas presents?

MAURI CE MOLI NA
I"’mnot really ---

W LLI E ESCARGOT
(in a loud whisper)
Renmenber the chil dren!

MAURI CE MOLI NA
--- sure who will deliver them
Maybe Fed- EXx.

CAVERON JAMES

Can’t the reindeer fly in here and
rescue you?
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MAURI CE MOLI NA
(conf used)
They aren’t all owed indoors?

CAMVERON JANMES
Wait a mnute. Aren’t you fromthe
Italian incontinent?

MAURI CE MOLI NA
No. |’ m Hi spani c.

CAMERON JAMES
Oh, okay.
(to canera)
A tanned Santa Cl aus from H spani a
prepares to end his career on the
escal ator of death.

A VENDOR i s wal king through the crowd selling his wares.

VENDOR
Get your popcorn, peanuts, Pepsi
and prograns right here! You can't
know who’s a victimw thout your
pr ogram

CAMVERON JAMES
There seens to be a hubbub fromthe
crowd.

CROND
Hubbub, hubbub, hubbub.

CAMERON JAMES
Yes, we have three fanous religion
persons entering the mall.

Evangel i st BILLY CRACKER, THE POPE and JESSE JEFFERSON gat her
around Caner on.

REV. BILLY CRACKER
God said, “What goeth up, coneth
down --- eventually,” Revel ations
24:7" and | think He's probably
ri ght about that.

JESSE JEFFERSON
I amrem nded of Jacob’ s Ladder,
ascendi ng to heaven, only this one
isn’t noving.
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THE POPE
I bring blessings from Roma and the
worl d that you are soon rescued,
except for that turncoat Father
O Fl anagan. Rot in hell, traitor

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Steve Scott reads: “Has-Beens Get
I nvol ved. “

The CRAW. continues with "Antarctic study concl udes eating
fish good for penguins,” "Buddhists adnmt Buddha was
overwei ght," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
Response to the Mall 21 Deat hWatch
has been swift and gratifying.
W’ ve just received a check for
$42.57 fromthe Cancell ed Tal k Show
Hosts Benefit Fund. On behal f of
the Mall 21, we thank Sharon
Csbourne, Arsenio Hall, Wayne
Brady, Joan Rivers, Chevy Chase and
ot hers whose tal k shows were
cancel l ed. Their shows are gone,
but they're still here. Now back to
Caner on.

| NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL
Caneron Janes sends the boommc up to Jackie Toyota.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are NAPOLEQON, ELVIS in a
dirty white junpsuit, trying not to be noticed, a LI ON TAMER
with a chair and whip, and DUTCH G RLS i n wooden shoes.

CAMERON JAMES
W' || now be talking to a thin
woman of Hi ndu descent who is
suspi ciously fat.

JACKI E TOYOTA
" m Japanese- Aneri can and |’ m not
fat. I’mgoing to have a baby.

CAMERON JAMES
Ri ght now?

JACKI E TOYOTA
Not this mnute. |I'’mdue next week.
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CAMVERON JAMES
And where is the father?

JACKI E TOYOTA
He’'s, well, let’s just say he’s
ot herwi se occupi ed.

CAMERON JAMES
He’ s occupi ed.
(a beat, then to canera)
A fat, thin woman whose husband is
in an occupi ed restroom Yet
another victimand a half at the
Mal | 21 Deat hWat ch

James Van Edward | ooks up at Ruth Branni gan

JAMES VAN EDWARD
I"msorry | was abrupt with you
earlier.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
| shouldn’t have intruded. | guess
you don’t have nuch privacy, do
you? Dead people wanting to get
t hrough day and night---

JAMES VAN EDWARD
Vll, | think I have your husband
com ng through. W' s John?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
That’s him That’s ny dead husband.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
I don’t know quite how to put this,
but he’s showing ne a potato on a
l'iving roomsofa. He wants you to
stop watching so nmuch TV.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Except for your show.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
O course.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
He’ s just upset because | finally
have control of the renote.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
And who is Frank?
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PHYLLI S GRCSS
That’ s ny dead husband.

JAMVES VAN EDWARD
He wonders what you did with the
noose head in the den. He wants it
put back.

PHYLLI S GROSS
He doesn’t have to look at it al
day, so tell himit’s history.

JAMES VAN EDWARD
(to Father O Fl anagan)
This m ght be for you. It’s a
father figure and he’s nmaking ne
feel |like you re changing hats. He
says to go with the small hat. But
you m ght want to change your nane.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
| guess Rabbi O Fl anagan doesn’t
work for him

JAMVES VAN EDWARD
I’mgetting a nother figure. Ellie,
El ai ne- - -

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Elise. My nom

JAMES VAN EDWARD

She’s making ne feel |ike she's
proud of you

(a beat)
They’'re coming in fast! Victor,
your nother says to shut your trap.
| vana, your grandnother says, “go
to Italy and | ose the blue eye
shadow.” Cenevi eve, Uncle Cuillaune
says “grow a spine.” Wllie, your
father says, “take the job.”

W LLI E ESCARGOT
What j ob?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Italy?

JAMVES VAN EDWARD
They' re pulling back their energy.
Thank you.
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Everyone appl auds.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
What j ob?

TEN CENTS
I was planning to offer you a job
in nmy fem nine hygi ene products
factory. It’s amazing how he knew
t hat .

W LLI E ESCARGOT
I"’mnot a factory worker.

TEN CENTS
You were a doctor at one tine,
right? Well, | need a nedica

consultant for mnmy products. Nice
of fice, good pay ---

W LLI E ESCARGOT

Thanks. | accept. Say, do you have
somet hing for ny good friend,
Mauri ce?

TEN CENTS

Sure. W'll find Santa a good gig.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
That woul d be wonderful. You' re a
nice guy, Wllie.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
Maybe we should do coffee sone
tinme.

MAURI CE MOLI NA

| think I see the beginning of a
beauti ful friendship.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo reads, “The World Tal ks Back.”

The CRAW. continues: "Scientists say ducks wal k funny due to
large flat feet,” "HMOs to put patient needs before profits,”

"Hel | experiences unseasonably cool weather," etc.

SUPER: | wonder what else is on tel evision?
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AMY DAl WOO
For nore response fromthe
concerned people of the world, we
go to Dr. Albert Chandra, one of
t he brave astronauts on the Space
Station orbiting high above the
eart h.

I NT. SPACE STATION - N GHT

DR. ALBERT CHANDRA is in a confined area on the space
station, next to a wi ndow | ooki ng out into space.

DR ALBERT CHANDRA
The astronauts and cosnpbnauts here
on the space station w sh you a
rapid rescue. As we travel above
this glorious world ---

He gl ances out the window to see a large asteroid is hurtling
toward the space station. He turns back to the canera with a
| ook of terror on his face.

DR. ALBERT CHANDRA
Ch, oh.

The screen goes dark.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Any Daiwoo is joined by the distinguished DR ROGER SOANDSO.
The GRAPHIC reads: “No Place is Safe.”

AMY DAl WOO

W seemto have a problemw th our
feed fromDr. Chandra. W'l try
again |later

(a beat)
Here in the studio, we have a
safety expert, Dr. Roger Soandso,
to tell us about safe places to
shop.

(to Dr. Soandso)
Doctor, is anyplace really safe?

SUPER: Dr. Roger Soandso, Safety Expert
DR ROGER SQANDSO

Well, strip malls don't have
escal at ors.
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AMY DAl WOO
Thank you, Doctor. W now return to
t he di saster at the mall.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a BASKETBALL TEAM
tornenting JOCKEYS, Cl RQUE DU SOLEIL CONTORTI ONI STS and
SCANDI NAVI ANS in traditional costune.

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Madam you haven't struck me in
m nutes. Are you unwel|?

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES CETTY
|’ve just discovered I’ma bit
cl aust r ophobi c.
(she gasps)
The walls are closing in!

PETER SUFFERFLESH
There are no walls, madam Just
t ake deep breaths and the feeling
will pass. I'"mconfident we'll be
rescued soon.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES CGETTY
You are?

PETER SUFFERFLESH

O course. Besides, what’s the
wor st that can happen? 1’1l be
trapped forever next to an
intelligent, beautiful, cultured
wonan.

(a beat)
Sure, 1'd be forced to speak at
intervals with that cretin
reporter, but ---

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
You really care about ne, don’'t
you, Peter?

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Yes. | do.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
Wuld it be wong? A weal thy w dow
and her | ower-class, inpoverished
chauf feur ? Toget her ?
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PETER SUFFERFLESH
No, madam So |ong as you thrash ne
on occasi on.

Erm ne slugs Peter hard, alnost knocking himover. He smiles
grateful ly.

At the top of the escalator, Ellen WIson notices her son,
Tommy, fidgeting.

TOMW W LSON
Momry, | gotta peel

ELLEN W LSON
Honey, you can hold it a little
| onger.

TOMW W LSON
| gotta pee now

Ellen WIlson puts a plastic diaper under Tomrmy’'s feet.

ELLEN W LSON
Here, stand on this so it doesn't
drip down the escal ator.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
B

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)
Any, it appears Tonmmy W/ son has
wet his pants. H s nother has been
cal m ng the distended child.
(to Ellen)
Ms. WIson, what caused this?

ELLEN W LSON
Tomrmy had a gl ass of | enonade at
that corn dog pl ace where they have
t hose big vats with |l enons floating
in them

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH
| see.

ELLEN W LSON
Vell, when you're a little guy,
i ke ny Tormy, one big glass of
| enonade is about all he can hol d.
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SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH
So he evaluated his bladder in his
pants.

ELLEN W LSON
He woul dn’t normally do that, but
there’s no restroomhere. | put one
of Sarah’s diapers on the floor for
himto stand on so it doesn’t |eak
down the escal at or

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
BEwwwww

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to Jennifer)
What’ s your reaction to this
danmpness, M ss Whitner?

JENNI FER VHI TMER
It’s disgusting! |I can snell the
pee!

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Dad- dy! There’'s pee up here!

A iver Bishop Huntington IV has been tal king on his cel
phone. He sl ans the phone shut when he hears his daughter and
turns to Caneron Janes.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V

Pee? Good heavens! What el se does

nmy poor, sweet girl have to endure?

(to canera)

| repeat nmy offer. One hundred

t housand dollars to get ny daughter
away from pee. Pee, | tell you!
Soneone has to be able to help her!

Henry Harris and M chel angel o Jones are at the bottom of the
escal ator, looking up at the victins. Henry sits down, opens
a box and, with M chel angel 0’s assistance, straps on a pair
of huge, unwi el dy netal boots.

The boots are magnetic and with a resoundi ng CLUNK,

M chel angel 0’ s watch becones “wel ded” to one boot. Wth great
difficulty, he pulls his armfree, but the watch renains
firmy attached.

Henry stands up and wal ks | aboriously toward the escal ator.

As he approaches, everyone’'s arns rise, their jewelry
attracted to the powerful nmagnet. One man’s knee al so ri ses.
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Leonardo di Crappio salutes Henry, who has reached the
escal ator, then marches away. OM NOUS MUSIC fills the mall as
the rescue attenpt begins.

HENRY HARRI S
This has got to work.

Wth great difficulty, Henry lifts his right foot and hol ds
it up next to the outside of the escalator. The nmagnetic boot
instantly adheres to the netal. Carefully, Henry lifts his
left foot and attaches it to the escalator. He’s now standing
upright in the boots, but horizontal to the floor.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
Go rescue them sir!

M CHELANGELO JONES
You can do it, M. Harrisl!

But, try as he may, Henry isn’t noving. The nagnets are so
strong, he is unable to budge an inch.

HENRY HARRI S
kay. On to Plan E.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O
(i nto negaphone)
Continue to not panic. | repeat,
continue to not panic.

Everyone pani cs.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The CRAW. continues: "Donald Trunp buys Iraq; plans to open
DesertLand thene park," "Steven Wight cured, career in
shanbl es, " etc.

STEVE SCOTT
W' || return with continuing
coverage of this disaster.

AMY DAl WOO
What ?

STEVE SCOTT
Someone has to pay our exorbitant
sal ari es.

AMY DAl WOO

Oh, right. W Il be back after a
few words from our sponsor
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SPONSOR PROMO
The SPONSCR is in front of a black backdrop.

SPONSOR
Kunguat . Exi stentialism Wasel.

CELEBRI TI ES AND JUSTI CE PROGRAM PROMO

A parade of CELEBRITIES, surrounded by POLI CE OFFI CERS and
PAPARAZZI , | eave a courthouse and wal k by the canera,
shielding their faces. Suddenly, the celebrities pull out
cameras and start snappi ng photos of the Paparazzi, who cover
their faces and hurry into waiting |inousines.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)

The next Celebrities and Justice
brings you face-to-covered face
wi th fanmpbus people who nake a | ot
of nmoney and then screw up their
lives doing stupid stuff even your
bozo brother wouldn’t do.

(a beat)
See celebrities busted with twenty-
dol | ar hookers, arrested for drug
use, shoplifting and even for
perjury. See themhiding their
faces, ducking into Iinps and
pretending to be innocent. Al on
the next Celebrities and Justice ---
where you can gloat that you're
better than they are.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Genevi eve Cousi neau struggl es and stands up. Caneron Janes
rushes up.

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are MOUNTAI N CLI MBERS and
SHERPAS, COPS CHASI NG ROBBERS and a CYCLI NG TEAM

CAMERON JAMES
And how are you feeling?

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Alittle better, | think.
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VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
Thank Dieu. | don't want to think
about the nedical bills we could
have racked up. Damed HMOs have us
by the famly jewels.

CAMERON JAMES
The stoicismof this brave Bohem an
gueen i s sonmething to behol d.
Despite life-threatening heart
pain, she’s on her feet in a
valiant effort to save her
husband’ s har d-earned noney.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
| think I need to sit down again.

CAMERON JAMES
But bravery can only take us so
far.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

ROBERTA WADDLE j oi ns Any Dai woo at the anchor desk. The
GRAPHI C behi nd them reads: “Di saster Mike-Up.”

The CRAW. continues: "Life discovered on 1, 243,642,112
pl anets,” "Wite, educated, English-speaking enpl oyees hired
at conveni ence store; public stunned, confused," etc.

AMY DAl WOO
No matter what terrible situation
you're in, your face shouldn’t show
it. Here with disaster nake-up tips
i s Roberta Waddl e.

SUPER: Roberta Waddl e, Author “Wake Up Your Make-up.”

ROBERTA WADDLE
Any, w thout make-up, we’'d | ook as
bad as we do in the norning all day
| ong.

GRAPHI C. a WOMAN with a dripping wet face.

ROBERTA WADDLE
Escal ator air can by drying, so
start with a good nvoisturizer. |
reconmend Eli zabeth Revlon’s Soggy
Face. Next you need a good
f oundati on.
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GRAPHI C. a bui |l di ng under constructi on.

ROBERTA WADDLE
I"ve found Le Brick by L’Oreo to be
qui t e good.

GRAPHI C. a wonan’s face wi th hideous bright green eye shadow.
She’s al so wearing |large, tacky Christmas tree earrings.

ROBERTA WADDLE
Eye shadow shoul d be fun and geared
to the season, so | suggest green
for Christmas. And, top it all off
wi t h wat er proof mascara ---

GRAPHI C. a weeping woman with bl ack streaks covering her
cheeks.

ROBERTA WADDLE

--- by Covered Grl to avoid those
unsi ghtly bl ack streaks under your
eyes that crying can cause.

(a beat)
That’s all I'"’mgoing to tell you
for free. For nore great tips, buy
nmy book, Wake Up Your Make-Up for
$24.95 at all your better book
stores, and sone | ousy ones, too.

AMY DAl WOO

Thank you, Roberta. Just a
rem nder, tonorrow on Good Mdrning
America Today, any survivors of
this disaster will be the guests.
They' || al so appear on Jay and
Letterman with the Survivor and
American ldle rejects. So don’'t
m ss these exciting | osers you' ve
cone to | ove.

(a beat)
Now back to the mall

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Samant ha Scar borough is with MARTIN LEMASTER, who is about to
board the “down” escal at or

RACE CAR DRI VERS, CGENGHI S KHAN and assorted BARBARI ANS and
CAN- CAN DANCERS are getting on the escal ator
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SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
(to canera)
Peopl e are getting on the down
escal ator, seem ngly unaware of the
danger .
(to Martin)
Sir, what is your nane?

MARTI N LEMASTER

Martin LeMaster. |I’m a persona
trainer at Bully's Quasi-Total
Fi t ness.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
Were you aware twenty-one peopl e
were entrapped on the up escal ator?

MARTI N LEMASTER
Uh, no.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
How do you feel about getting on
t he down escal ator now that you
know t hi s?

MARTI N LEMASTER
Vell, | still need to go down.
Anyway, |’ mkind of a “what
happens, happens” sort of guy.

SAVANTHA SCARBOROUGH
A daredevil ?

MARTI N LEMASTER
Not at all. | just don't worry
about things |I can’t control. If it
stops, it stops. If it doesn't, I
continue on ny way.

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
(to canera)
There you have it. One man’s total
| ack of concern for his own
saf eti oci tude.

Martin steps onto the "down" escalator and i mediately trips.

In SLOWMOTION, he falls down the escalator. Other people on
the escalator nove to the side to let himfall past them
Finally, he reaches the bottom of the escal ator and spraw s
onto the floor. People getting off the escal ator wal k around
hi m
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MARTI N LEMASTER
| shoul d have taken the el evator.

Anbul ance Attendants rush in and put the nmangled Martin on a
stretcher. They rush himoutside. As Martin is carried out,
t he gathered crowd is soft singing.

CROWD
(si ngi ng)
Kunbaya, ny Lord. Kunbaya. Kunbaya,
nmy Lord. Kunbaya.

SAMANTHA SCARBOROUGH
And the nunber of victins escal ates
here at Santa California Galleria
Mal | . Qur hearts go out to the
|atest victim Martin LeMaster.
Back to you, Steve.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The GRAPHI C behind Steve Scott reads: “Victim Count Rising
Up.”

The CRAW. continues: "Jim Carrey secures rubber face patent,”
"Politicians to halt foreign aid; will spend taxpayer noney
to end honel essness, hunger. Yeah. Right," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
Here’s an update for those of you
just joining us. The nunber of
victinms has risen to twenty-two
with the fall of Martin LeMaster
down the down escal ator. For those
of you who missed this dramatic,
deat h-defying fall, here it is on
our RGB-TV Look Again Repl ay.

REPLAY:

MARTI N LEMASTER s fall down the escalator. The tape is
REWOUND and Martin falls up the escalator, then down again.

STEVE SCOTT
It’s certainly worth watching again
and agai n and naybe once nore.
(grabbing his earpiece)
But there’s breaking news at the
Santa California Galleria Mll.
Caneron, what’s happening?
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I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Cameron Janes is at the bottom of the escal ator, pointing up
at Jacki e Toyota.

CAVERON JAMES
Steve, it’'s bedl am here. The
anorexi c fat woman has i nforned us
she has a | eak.

Jacki e Toyota is |eaning against the handrail, her |egs
crossed.

JACKI E TOYOTA
My wat er broke!

RUTH BRANNI GAN
VWhat was that?

PHYLLI S GROSS
I think she got her water bill. It
nmust be hi gher than usual.

MAURI CE MOLI NA
Hey, someone could slip on that and
t hen where woul d we be?

W LLI E ESCARGOT
At the bottom of the escal ator,
dead, pushing up daisies, singing
with the heavenly choir ---

JACKI E TOYOTA
Oh, my! Not herel

W LLI E ESCARGOT
--- kicking the bucket, appearing
on Janes Van Edward’'s show ---

MAURI CE MOLI NA
(to Wllie)
We get the idea.

W LLI E ESCARGOT

(to Jackie)
You’re not going to give birth now,
are you?

JACKI E TOYOTA
I don’t think I have a choice
unl ess we get rescued in the next
five m nutes.
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MAURI CE MOLI NA
Cross your |legs. Breathe! Visualize
Al buquer que!

(to WIllie)
Is it bloody? I have a weak
st omach.

W LLI E ESCARGOT
It’s alittle messy. She’s going to
be squirting out a six or seven
pound human bei ng.

MAURI CE MOLI NA

Oh, no.
A tall, gaunt undertaker, FELLI NI SCARBUNKLE, enters the mall
and wal ks directly to Genevi eve Cousineau, still sitting on
her step.

FELLI NI SCARBUNKLE
Excuse me, madam Could you stand
up for just a nonent?

Genevi eve struggles to her feet. Fellini takes out a tape
nmeasur e and begi ns neasuring her fromhead to foot.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Excuse ne. What in the world are
you doi ng?

Fellini takes out a tablet and wites down a nunber.

FELLI NI SCARBUNKLE
Fel lini Scarbunkl e, owner and
operator of Scarbunkl e Funeral
Home. |’ m measuring you for your
coffin. Wouldn’t want it to be too
short, would we?

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
My coffin?

FELLI NI SCARBUNKLE
O course. You should see sone of
t he new ones. W have the | at est
nodel s, including the new Cof FUN
Get it? It's fun. There's a DVD
pl ayer, wet bar, mrror ball and so
nmuch nore.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
You' ve got to be Kkidding.
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FELLI NI SCARBUNKLE

Do | look like I Kkid?

(a beat)
You know, it’s not often | get to
neet one of you while you're still
br eat hi ng. Renenber, pre-planning
for your final needs takes the
burden of f your survivors.

(chuckl i ng)
It’s so hard for themto think
strai ght when they’ re grieving.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Gieving? Final needs? My Dieu!

Ruth Brannigan is turning red and sweati ng.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Uh, oh.

PHYLLI S GRCOSS
What’'s wrong, Ruth?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
I’ m having a hot flash.

PHYLLI S GRCOSS
Hold on. | have sonme Danp Ones in

my purse.

She ruffles through her purse and hands Ruth some towel ettes.
Ruth wi pes her face and water pours down as if she had a
garden hose on her forehead.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Thanks, | just hate hot flashes.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
You know, |’ve been using EstroVent
since doctors say we shouldn’t take
estrogen any nore.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
EstroVent ?

PHYLLI S GROSS
Yes. It's like having a tiny fan or
vent on your forehead. Cools you
ri ght down. Amazing stuff.
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RUTH BRANNI GAN
Vell, I'lIl have to ask ny doctor or
pharmaci st to see if EstroVent wll
be right for nme. By the way,
Phyllis, do you ever feel --- not
so fresh?

Phyllis sl aps her.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Thanks, | needed that.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
The television has to go, Ruth.

Fat her O Fl anagan speaks to the others on the escal ator

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
I think we should all sing to raise
our spirits.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
What a | ovely idea. What song,
Fat her ?

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
Havah Nagi | ah!

The VICTIM5S and crowd all sing and dance.

FATHER | RVI NG O FLANAGAN
(si ngi ng)
Havah nagi | ah, Havah nagi | ah
Havah nagi | ah v' ni snthah
Havah nagi | ah, Havah nagi | ah
Havah nagi | ah v' ni snthah
Havah n ran' nah Havah nran' nah
Havah n'ran' nah v'nisntha
Havah n ran' nah Havah nran' nah
Havah n'ran' nah v'nisntha

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
Behi nd Steve Scott the GRAPHI C reads: “Mall 21 Death Watch.”
The CRAW. continues, "Mcrosoft rel eases new bug-free

W ndows; Hell freezes over," "FedEx, UPS to charge less for
shipping itenms than the itens cost," etc.
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STEVE SCOTT
| understand we have breaki ng news
fromthe Santana Coliseum Wat’s
the |l atest. Bob?

EXT. SANTANA HI GH SCHOOL COLI SEUM
The stadiumis enpty.

BOB SCORE

(to canera)
Steve, the nost tragical event of
t he ni ght has occurred. After the
fallen cheerl eaders were renoved by
anbul ances, the Sentinels had no
one to cheer themon. Disheartened,
they left the field at halftine and
never returned.

Bob is joined by I NDI RA VHOSARI NOW a tiny East |ndian wonan
in a sari in the colors of the Confederate arny.

BOB SCORE
I’mhere with the coach of the
Mahat ma Gandhi Hi gh Rebels, Indira
Whosar i now.
(to Indira)
Coach, what’s your take on this
forfeiture?

SUPER: | ndira Wosari now, Gandhi Hi gh Coach

| NDI RA WHOSARI NOW
(in an East Indian accent)
The Sentinels do not have their
cheers, so they give up. W win. It
is better to have won peaceful |y
t han by vi ol ence.

BOB SCORE

(to canera)
Though none of the cheerl eaders
were killed in the pyram d schene,
there were countless gory bruises
and even some unsightly scrapes.
The G vil War game is over and the
paci fists won. Back to you.
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I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

ANDY GLOOWY, a cantankerous old man with grey hair and nega-
bushy eyebrows that cover his forehead, joins Any Dai woo.

The CRAW. continues: "Protestors decry tests on rats and

flies, suggest testing on trailer trash,” "Elvis found
alive, says death was 'just a silly stunt,'" etc.
AMY DAl WOO

The Mall 21 will end their lives
during the nost joyous of seasons,
Christmas. Here with his take on
the joys of the holiday is Andy

G oony.

There is a TICKING CLOCK behi nd Andy.
SUPER: Andy d oony, Crabby Guy

ANDY GLOOMY
Don’t you hate it when you go to
the mall at Christmas tinme? It’s
really crowmded and you never have
enough noney to buy expensive
presents for everyone. O if you
don’t have nuch noney, you can’t
find enough cheap garbage that
doesn’t | ook too cheap. And if you
buy stuff, you have to carry lots
of bags with string handl es that
cut into your hands. And never take
children with you. They only want
things you can’'t afford Iike
hundred dol | ar tennis shoes and
vi ol ent video ganes and rap CDs.
And don’t you hate it when the
escal ator stalls and you' re trapped
with a bunch of | osers while idiot
news crews stick m crophones in
your face and ask how you feel ?

He’ s handed a note, which he opens and reads. The cl ock STOPS
TI CKI NG and an ALARM GOES OFF

ANDY G.OOMY
Don’t you just hate it when you’ ve
been fired? This is Andy d oony.

STEVE SCOTT

Back to our team coverage of the
Mal | 21 Death Watch
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I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are ALFRED H TCHCOCK
wavi ng at the canmera, GOD and a HOST OF ANGELS and SONNY AND
CHER in 60s costunes.

JENNI FER VHI TMER
"1l bet the game is over. Everyone
will treat ne |like a persona au
gratin.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
My Daddy will get us out of here. |
just know it.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Wiy don’t you girls try to be
optimstic and stop your whining?
It’s getting annoyi ng.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Wen we whine, we get what we want.

PHYLLI S GRCSS
Cheerl eading is supposed to bring
hope, joy and courage to everyone.
Now here we are, trapped on this
escal ator and are you cheering
everyone on? No, you're all wapped
up i n yoursel ves.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
You' re a disgrace to cheerl eaders.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Vel l, you' re old.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Duh. But we used to be
cheer| eaders.

JENNI FER VHI TMER
Were not! Look at you!

PHYLLI S GRCOSS
W were once vol uptuous young girls
i ke you.

JENNI FER WHI TMER

Ewmwwy. You coul dn’t have been
cheer | eaders! Mascots, maybe.
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Christy and Jennifer |augh, but Ruth and Phyllis grab the
girls’ pompons and start to cheer.

PHYLLI S GROSS AND RUTH BRANNI GAN
Gve ne an E, give ne an S, give ne
a CAL, give me an A, give ne a T,
give ne an O and R Wat’s that
spel | ?

JENNI FER WH TMER
| don't know E, C ---

PHYLLI S GROSS AND RUTH BRANNI GAN
Escal ator! Say it again! Escal ator!
Yeah!

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
VWw. You were cheerl eaders.

JENNI FER VHI TMER
Ohm god! Does this nean we’ re goi ng
to get all winkly and fl abby?

PHYLLI S GRCSS
You bet your ass, kiddo.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
Dad- dy!

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The CRAW. continues: "Rush Linbaugh takes an aspirin. Charges
filed," "Canada sick of US, noves to Europe," etc.

STEVE SCOTT
M nut es ago, our neteorol ogist,
Jimy doud, predicted treacherous
drizzle may fall around the mall
this evening. For an update on his
prediction, here’ s Jimy.

JI MW CLOUD
Thanks, Steve. Well, as | guessed,
it’s drizzling and this will make

life alot nmore difficult for
Southern California drivers. As you
know, we can’'t drive on anything
noi st. W' d have team storm
coverage, but our teamis tied up
at the mall, so you're on your own
tonight. Take it easy out there.
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STEVE SCOTIT
Thank you, Jinmmy. And now a word
from Tom Br okej aw.

NETWORK NATI ONAL NEWS PROMD
TOM BROKEJAW sits in front of a map of the world.

TOM BROKEJAW

Tonorrow on the RGB-TV Nationa
Ni ghtly Worl dwi de News, a scathing
i ndi ct ment of broadcast news. See
how t he nedi a sensationali zes
i nsignificant events, ignores
really inportant stories and slants
its coverage because it thinks
you' I'l buy anything they say.

(1 ooki ng of f-set)
Hey, who wote this?

(handed new copy)
Ha. This is better.

(a beat)
Tonmorrow on RGB-TV National N ghtly
Wor | dwi de News, why you’re not
getting enough carbohydrates and
fats in your diet. Join us, won't
you?

PROGRAM PROMO. BARNABY HI ND, FORENSI C PROCTCOLOG ST

A white-haired doctor in a white coat, BARNABY HI ND, has his
back to the canera. He holds up his right hand and puts on a
rubber gl ove, which he snaps decisively. Then he turns
around. “B. Hind” is enbroidered on his pocket.

ANNOUNCER

On the next Barnaby Hi nd, Forensic
Proct ol ogi st ---

CLCSE ON:

Bar naby’ s head and shoul ders. He has a quizzical |ook on his
face.

BARNABY HI ND
No pol yps. No henorrhoids.
Definitely a hom ci de.

PULL BACK
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To reveal DETECTIVE BLACK standi ng by an autopsy table on
whi ch a DEAD WOVAN i s |ying.

DETECTI VE BLACK
How di d you reach that concl usion
Doct or ?

BARNABY HI ND
The bullet hole in her forehead.

The dead woman has a circular hole in her forehead. Her eyes
are open and crossed.

DETECTI VE BLACK
Ch, that.

ANNOUNCER
Bar naby Hi nd, Forensic
Proctol ogist. He gets the killer in
the end. Tuesday nights at ten on
RGB- TV.

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
The GRAPHI C behi nd Any Dai woo reads: “Celebrity Response.”

The CRAW continues, "Beethoven continues deconposing, "
"Carrot Top dramatic role nom nated for Oscar," etc.

AMY DAl WOO
Cel ebrities around the country are
sendi ng their good wi shes to the
Mal | 21 and to Jackie Toyota, the
obese skinny |ady with broken
wat er .

CHARLESTON HUSTON, JESSI CA SI MPLETON and NI CK LATCHKEY, RYAN
SEEBREAST, JEFF PROBES and QzZZI E and SHARON QZBURNED appear
in a series of clips.

SUPER: Charl eston Huston, Mses and NRA Supporter

CHARLESTON HUSTON
This is why we need guns. W could
have conme in there and shot the
peopl e responsi bl e. But noooo. Ban
assault rifles and we’re hel pl ess.
Amen.

SUPER: Jessica Sinpleton and N ck Latchkey, Celebrities
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JESSI CA SI MPLETON
| don't know if this will help, but
on TV once, | saw them push open
that little roof in the top and
clinb out and then pry open the
doors.

NI CK LATCHKEY
That’ s an el evator. They're on an
escal ator. There's no ceiling.

JESSI CA SI MPLETON
Oh, then they could get rained on.
I hope you brought your unbrell as!

SUPER: Sharon and Ozzi e Ozbur ned

SHARON QOZBURNED
Qur hearts go out to all of you
unf ortunate peopl e.

QzZ1 E OZBURNED
(slurred)
You' re bl eeping right!

SUPER: Ryan Seebreast, Anerican |dle Announcer

RYAN SEEBREAST
Good luck to you all. Keep your
eyes open and go for that escape
route once it’s open. Seabreast
out .

SUPER: Jeff Probes, Survivor Tiki Torch Snuffer

JEFF PROBES
Mal | 21, the world has spoken.

He snuffs out a flamng tiki torch with a conch shell on a

sti ck.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are a COLLEGE RON NG TEAM

with oars, an ARCHAEOLOQ ST with a | arge bone, MAG CI ANS wi th
attracti ve ASSI STANTS, the BEATLES and FI SHERMVEN wi t h pol es.
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TEN CENTS
| thought about what you said. |’ve
deci ded to open a youth conputer
center in ny old neighborhood to
gi ve the kids sonething they can
use to succeed.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
That’ s a great idea.

TEN CENTS
I’mgoing to call it the Dollar
Center, because | feel ninety-cents

better.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
Wiy don’t you nane it after
yoursel f? What’ s your real nane?

TEN CENTS
M chael Jackson.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
The Dol |l ar Center. Good nane.

A m ddl e-aged woman in a designer suit, G.ORI OUS ALLGREEN,
strides into the mall.

CAMERON JAMES
You | ook |ike someone inportant.

GLORI QUS ALLGREEN
| certainly am |'m sel f-pronoting
attorney G orious Allgreen, of
cour se.

CAMERON JAMES
I thought | recognized you.

GLORI QUS ALLGREEN

Everyone does. |’ m everywhere
there's a possible high profile
case.

(a beat)
I’mhere to represent all 21
victims in a nulti-billion dollar
| awsuit agai nst Santa California
Galleria Mall. Their survivors wll
need noney to cover burial costs
and continue their pitiful lives
once this disaster cones to its
i nevitabl e conclusion. Ipso facto.
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CAVERON JAMES
We have twenty-two victins now.
Martin LeMaster plunged to the
bottom of the down escal ator.

GLORI QUS ALLGREEN
Well, that’s a | awsuit. Those
stairs were noving and tripped him
on purpose. It’'s a deathtrap.
(a beat)
Excuse ne.

She pulls out a cell phone.

GLORI QUS ALLGREEN
Hi ggi ns, bring the car around.
W' || be going to Santana Genera
Hospi tal next.

She wal ks over to Victor Cousineau and hands hima stack of
her busi ness cards, which he dutifully passes up the
escalator. On the cards is witten: “Goria Algreen, No
Def endant Too CGuilty if the Money’'s Right.”

CAMERON JAMES

(to canera)
Laws are nmade to protect us from
ourselves and Ms. Allgreen wll
hel p these victins fight for their
right to be paid billions of
dollars for their stupidity in
getting stuck on this escal ator.

(a beat)
O course, Ms. Allgreen earns a
hi gh percentage of their
settlement. Ah, America!

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
I | ove Anerical

A man in the cromd, ERVIN SPINDLE, yells at d orious
Al'l green.

ERVI N SPI NDLE
Hey, it’s the anbul ance chaser

GLORI QUS ALLGREEN
There aren’t any anbuli here.

EVI LYN CRI NKLE
Yet .
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BRI DGET RYAN, wearing a t-shirt reading “Death-Wsh
Foundation - Dying Dreans Do Conme True” enters the mall.

CAMERON JAMES
(to canera)
It’s a touching nonent here at the
mal | as a representative of the
Deat h- Wsh Foundation arrives to
grant final wi shes to the dying
children and teenagers on the

escal at or.
(to Bridget)
Excuse nme. | couldn’t help noticing

you're with the Death-Wsh
Foundat i on.

BRI DGET RYAN
Wy, yes. | am
(extendi ng her hand)
I’ m Bridget Ryan, executive
director of the Santana chapter.

CAMERON JAMES
(i gnoring her hand)
You're here to grant wi shes to the
dyi ng children and teenagers on the
escal ator, aren’t you?

BRI DGET RYAN
VWhat ?

CAMERON JAMES
There are 21 people trapped on this
stall ed escal ator including two
children and two teenage girls.
Isn’t that why you re here?

BRI DGET RYAN
No. |1’ m picking up a video ganme for
ny nephew, Ral ph.

CAMERON JAMES
Now t hat you' re here, of course,
you' || be granting wi shes. Can they
wi sh for anything? Wiat if one of
them wants a pony? Can you make one
appear right here in the mall?

BRI DGET RYAN
| have a w sh.

CAMVERON JAMES
VWhat’'s that?



BRI DGET RYAN
That you' d go away and | eave ne
al one.

Bri dget wal ks of f, casting gl ances back over her shoul der at
Caner on.

CAMERON JAMES
Qovi ously, Ms. Ryan needs to get
her magi ¢ wand ready to nmake the
wi shes of these youngsters a
reality. Back to you

I vana Bel oved Bayou's beard is now quite obvious.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
| have consi dered what you said,
that I should | ove nyself and not
concern nyself with how others
t hi nk.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Good.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
I will attenpt this. Wuld you help
me, beautiful woman?

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
I don’t know if | can. Sonetines,
it’s hard keeping ny own spirits
hi gh.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
But you are such an exciting wonman.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Look, Donnie, | performat a dive,
working ny tail off for bupkis.
I’ve always thought | was tal ented
but, let’s face it, there’s not a
| ot of opportunities for wonen |ike
me out there.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
Bella, you will help nme and I wll
hel p you. Cone with ne to Italy. |
will show you all the good things
life has to offer, introduce you to
t he best people.
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| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
(considers the offer)
Italy? That’'s what the psychic

said. Wll, 1’ve always wanted to
live in the lap of luxury. Al
right. 111 help you.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
But if we die, the offer’s off.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
O course.

Donatel | o ki sses her on both cheeks. |vana feigns
enmbarrassnent .

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Honestly, Donatello, you nust |earn
to control yourself!

Jacki e Toyota begins | abor.

JACKI E TOYOTA
This is it and ny birthing partner
isn't herel

JAVES VAN EDWARD
Maybe | coul d hel p.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Someone get sone hot water and sone
white sheets to tear into strips!

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Wy ?

RUTH BRANNI GAN
They always do that on tel evision.

ELLEN W LSON
I”ve had two children and we didn’t
boi |l or tear up anything.

WALDEN ROHRER
I think that’s an old wi ves’ tale.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
I"’mnot that old and |I'’ma w dow,
not a wifel

WALDEN RCHRER
Sorry.
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PHYLLI S GRCSS
You know, Ruthie, | renmenber seeing
t hat sheet thing, too. | always
t hought it was a waste of perfectly
good | i nens.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Wiite? | couldn’t sleep in white
sheets. The glare woul d keep ne
awake al | night.

DONATELLO ESPERANTO
Precisely. And | prefer Egyptian
cotton. The high thread count makes
t hem | uxuri ous.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
Definitely not satin sheets. You
hug your pillow and it squirts away
and flies off the bed as if it had
Wi ngs.

JACKI E TOYOTA
Excuse nme. | hate to interrupt this
fasci nati ng conversation, but I’'m
goi ng to have a baby here.

James noves slowy, cautiously past Wal den, Erm ne and Peter

to get to Jackie.

her to sit down. She awkwardly conplies.

JAVES VAN EDWARD
W need to breathe.

JACKI E TOYOTA
Duh. | haven’'t stopped breat hing.

| VANA BELOVED BAYQU
He means goi ng “hee, hee, hoo.”
Amazed Breat hi ng.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
It’s Lamaze Breat hing.
(he denonstrates)
Hee, hee, hoo. Hee, hee, hoo.

Jacki e begins the Lanaze breathing. Everyone "hee, hee,

with her.

He sits on the step above her and gestures

hoos”
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I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

The CGRAPHI C behind Steve Scott and Any Dai woo reads:
“Breat hing: The Breath of Life.”

The CRAW. continues: "Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hoo!"
STEVE SCOTT
And now, nore response fromthe
wor |l d. Hee, hee, hoo. Hee, hee,
hoo.
AMY DAl WOO
Hee, hee, hoo.
EXT. Tl ERRA DEL FUEGO

ESCONDI DO DEL TACO stands by a signpost on a dirt road:
“Tierra Del Fuego 5, End of the Earth 6.~

SUPER: Escondi do del Taco, Tierra Del Fuego
ESCONDI DO DEL TACO
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hoo!
EXT. GERMANY' S BLACK FOREST

HERRMAN MUENSTER, wearing | ederhosen and hol ding a nmug of
beer, faces the camera.

SUPER: Herrman Mienster, Gernmany
HERRVAN MUENSTER
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!
EXT. ANTARCTI C PENGUI N ROOKERY
SUPER: Frigid Spivey, Antarctica
FRI G D SPI VEY
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!
EXT. AUSTRALI AN CROCODI LE WRESTLI NG SCHOCOL

The stunp of ALASTAIR KOOKOOROO s missing armis covered by
massi ve band- ai d.

SUPER: Al astair Kookooroo, Australia
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ALASTAI R KOOKOOROO
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!
EXT. ElI FFEL TOAER
SUPER: Cahi er Plunme de Matante, Still French
CAH ER PLUVE DE MATANTE
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!
I NT. HARE AND HOUND PUB

NI GEL PENNYLANE
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!

DRUNK MAN
| ncoherent. | ncoherent.
I NT. BLANK FAM LY HOVE

Eddi e i s having synpathy pains. Adele is tearing up wite
sheets into long strips.

BLANK FAM LY
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hoo!
I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL
The T-shirts and picket signs read, “Hee, hee, hoo!”
On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are MARATHON RUNNERS,
BIG BAND with their instruments, JESUS and his DI SCl PLES and
BRI TI SH JUDGES i n powdered wi gs.

CROWD
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!

EVI LYN CRI NKLE
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!

The SELLYOUAI R ONE SPOKESMAN wal ks by.

SELLYOUAI R ONE SPOKESNVAN
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!

The screen on the karaoke nonitor reads: “Hee, hee, hoo!”
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I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Barbara Lindstromrejoins Any Dai wo. The GRAPHI C behi nd t hem
reads: “For our Anemic viewers.”

The CRAW. conti nues: “Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hoo!”

AMY DAl WOO
Bar bara Lindstrom our Anesl an
expert, is back with us.

SUPER: Barbara Lindstrom Yackety Hands Expert
Barbara signs the follow ng. There are no subtitles.

BARBARA LI NDSTROV
Hee, hee, hoo! Hee, hee, hool!

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are FOX HUNTERS,
NEANDERTHALS, ADAM and EVE, AFRI CAN NATIVES with spears, a
GAY MEN S CHORUS and a BOBSLED TEAM

Bradl ey Salisberry noves up to the step bel ow Jacki e Toyota
and James Van Edwar d.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
(to Ellen WIson)
Send down ny coat!

The yell ow coat is passed down the escal ator. Bradley pl aces
it over Jackie.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
James, you keep her breathing and
I"11 deliver the baby.

Everyone conti nues “Hee, hee, hooing.” Jackie strains and
groans, then a BABY CRI ES.

Everyone in the mall cheers.
BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
It’s a girl! Mther and daughter
doi ng fine.

Farther down the escal ator, Victor Cousineau is still griping
to his wife, Genevieve Cousineau.
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VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
Anot her hungry nouth to feed. As if
we don’t have too many children in
the world already. And her nother
isn"t even married ---

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Victor, shut up.

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
(stunned)
What ?

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU

| said shut up

(she stands up)
I ve had just about enough of your
conpl ai ni ng. W never have a
conversation. You just rant and
rave, day in, day out. I’ msick of
it.

VI CTOR COUSI NEAU
I had no idea you felt that way.
I"msorry. 1I'Il try to be nore
positive.

GENEVI EVE COUSI NEAU
Li ke that’s ever going to happen.

Erm ne Sachet Pettiforbes Getty passes her long scarf down to
Bradl ey, who waps the baby in it. He hands the newborn to
her not her.

JACKI E TOYOTA
Fireman Salisberry, M. Van Edward,
you're ny heroes. And you know, |

don't feel so alone any nore. | can
do this. | can raise ny daughter on
ny own.
BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
(to Wllie)
What do you know? | delivered a
baby. I’"’ma hero for real!

W LLI E ESCARGOT
W knew you had it in you, Bradley.

BRADLEY SALI SBERRY
VWhat ? She had it in her.
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73

Near the nenorial, several YOUNG G RLS are seen wearing T-
shirts reading: “Brad, WIIl You Have My Baby?” and “Brad is
M/ Hero.”

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

ROLAND CANTI NA joins Steve Scott and Any Dai woo. The GRAPHI C
READS: “Birth at Deat hWat ch”

The CRAW continues, "It's a girl for Mall 21 nother, Jackie
Toyota,"” "Child conpletes grades 7, 8 and 9 in L. A traffic
jam" etc.

AMY DAl WOO
A new |life has begun, but |ife goes
on anyway. Rol and Cantina has
busi ness news.

SUPER: Rol and Canti na, Busi ness St uff

ROLAND CANTI NA
In coommodities today, feathers were
down and bal | oon prices were
inflated. Paper was stationery.
Qis Elevators was up 3, down 4, up
6, down 2. The market closed up one
poi nt, possibly due to the birth of
the Mal |l Baby.

STEVE SCOTT
Thanks, Rol and.

(picks up a slip of paper)
This just in, the Nielsen ratings
are in for this evening and RGB-
TV s coverage of the Mall 21
Deat hWat ch put us in solid third
pl ace after the 7300t h repeat of
the I Love Lucy grape-stonping
epi sode and t he Pasadena Hopscotch
League Semi -finals. Way to go, RGB

AMY DAl WOO
I think it’s tinme we paused a 73
nmonment to reflect on everything
t hat’ s happened here tonight. Now
back to the Mall as 22 peopl e,
i ncluding a newborn child, cling
precariously to life on the
escal ator of death.
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I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

On the "down" escalator in the b.g. are HENRY VIII with his
SI X WVES, SLAVES with bags of cotton, CARCL CHANNI NG, LI ZA
M NNELLI in a bridal gown, MOSES with tablets and a SOCCER
TEAM

Erm ne gently touches Peter’s cheek.

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
| should have |left you nore in ny
will, Peter. O at |east sonething.

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Money isn’t inportant to ne, Madam
You pay nme an adequate sal ary and
beat ne regularly. Wat nore could
a man want ?

ERM NE SACHET PETTI FORBES GETTY
Things will be different now. And
you may call ne Erm ne

PETER SUFFERFLESH
Yes, Madane.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

As M chel angel o Jones races below himin horror, Henry
Harris, in a harness attached to a huge heliumfilled
bal | oon, floats up, over and beyond the escal ator. The
victinms watch and sigh.

CAMERON JAMES
Plan E has failed and brave Senat or
Henry Harris floats away with the
| ast hopes of rescue.

Leonardo Di Crappio wal ks to the bottom of the escal ator,
hol di ng hi s megaphone.

LEONARDO DI CRAPPI O

(t hrough megaphone)
Panic. You may now all panic.

Everyone remai ns cal m
ELLI OT SPENCER, a boy about ten years old, enters the mall

and marches up to Aiver Bishop Huntington IV. Elliot tugs at
Aiver’s coat jacket.

108



ELLI O SPENCER
Mster! Hey, mster!

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
What do you want? |’ m busy here. o
find your nother.

ELLI OT SPENCER
You of fered a one hundred thousand
dollar reward, right?

OLI VER BI SHOP HUNTI NGTON |V
Yes.

ELLI O SPENCER
I"d like a cashier’s check pl ease.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
This isn't a gift, young man. It’s
a reward for rescuing ny daughter.

ELLI OT SPENCER
I know how to save her. They j ust
wal k of f the escal ator.

The mal | goes silent.

OLI VER BI SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
VWhat ?

ELLI OT SPENCER
An escal ator is noving stairs. \Wen
it doesn’t nove, it’s just stairs.
They can just wal k of f.

OLI VER BI SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
(to Christy)
Just wal k of f, Princess.

CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
But, Daddy ---

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
Pretend you' re on stairs. Just walk
of f.

RUTH BRANNI GAN
Everyone hol d on!

DRAMATI C MJSI C pl ays as Christy gingerly noves to the next
step. She breathes a sigh of relief, then continues past
Ellen and the children. As Christy steps off the escal ator,
everyone cheers.
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CHRI STY HUNTI NGTON
(extendi ng her hand)
Cone on, Ms. WIlson. You can do
it, too!

El l en hands Sarah to Christy, then takes Tommy’s hand and
wal ks off. Ellen pulls the stroller off and Christy pl aces
the baby in it. Ellen hugs Christy, then sees her husband,
Trevor rushing to greet them Trevor is heavily bandaged.

Christy gestures for Jennifer to walk off. They take the
“down” escal ator to the |ower |evel where Christy runs to her
father’s open arns.

ELLI OT SPENCER
My cashier’s check, please?

COLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
O course, ny boy. What is your
name?

ELLI OT SPENCER
Elliot Spencer. Two “L”s and one
i T” .

The cheerl eaders, Aiver and Elliot walk toward the exit.

CLI VER Bl SHOP HUNTI NGTON | V
Il wite you a personal check now
and we’ Il get the cashier’s check
first thing in the norning when the
bank opens.

ELLI OT SPENCER
You got any |ID on you?
I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O

Ay Dai woo and Steve Scott have a | ook of shockrise on their
faces.

The CRAW. CONTI NUES, “What happened?,” “Anchors suffer
shockrise,” etc.

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Ruth and Phyllis wal k off the escalator armin arm Father
Irving O Flanagan taps his yarnmul ke as he debarks.
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SAVANTHA SCARBOROUCH
A precarious child has rescued 22
victins at the Santa California
Galleria Mall. He'll be able to pay
his way through coll ege now, or buy
a whole ot of video ganes.

James and Wal den are smiling and chatting as they escape the
death-trap. Erm ne takes Peter’s armand they wal k of f,
smling. Jackie and her newborn are flanked by Mauri ce,
WIllie, Ten Cents and Bradley.

On the |l ower |evel, the massive nmenorial, crowd and kar aoke
equi prment have di sappear ed.

EXT. BLANK FAM LY HOVE
Eddie is | ooking at the TV Cuide.

EDDI E BLANK
| wonder what else is on?

I NT. RGB-TV NEWS STUDI O
The CGRAPHI C behind Any and Steve reads: “Car chases.”

The CRAW. continues, “Elliot Spencer, 10, rescues Mall 22,”
“Senate votes to ban escal ators; safety concerns, silly
novies sited as reasons,” etc.

AMY DAl WOO
This just in. There are police
pursuits on the 5, 405, 134, 2,
110, 210 and 10. Cal Trans has
cl osed the 710 and 101 for
construction until 5 am so take
alternate routes. W go now to
Warren Wngfield, our Eye in the
Sky, for nore on the pursuits.
Vrren?

I NT. SANTA CALI FORNI A GALLERI A MALL

Donatell o and Ivana wal k off the escalator armin arm Henry
Harris, M chel angel o Jones and Leonardo Di Crappio are on the
| ower | evel watching the exodus.

Victor and Genevieve are the last to get off the escal ator.

Suddenly, there is a GRINDING NO SE, then the escal ator jerks
and starts noving again.
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Shoppers get on and are transported w thout problemto the
upper level. Henry Harris takes out his radio.

HENRY HARRI S
Drucilla, 1”mgoing on break.

M CHELANGELO JONES
VWell, at | east no one died.

Behind a Christmas display a few feet away, old Evilyn
Crinkle pulls a gun out of her handbag and grins.

EVI LYN CRI NKLE
Yet .

FADE QUT.
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